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Dear Customers, 
Associates and Colleagues,

PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE
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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

First of all, I like to welcome all of you to a new and happy 
2013. I trust that you all had a good festive season, spending 
some quality time with your families and loved ones. In the 3Q 
Issue, I mentioned our strong order book which should position 
us well for 2013 in achieving another fruitful year for all our 
stakeholders. 

Reflecting on the past, 2012 had been a reasonably good 
year for us. We delivered, timely and within budget, to the Royal 
Thai Navy HTMS Ang Thong, a 141m Landing Platform Dock. 
We are also honoured to be awarded by the Royal Navy of Oman 
under the Al-Ofouq programme a contract to design and build 
four Patrol Vessels for delivery from 2015 onwards. For our long 
standing and esteemed customer, the Republic of Singapore 
Navy, we continue to deliver on maintenance, upgrading and 
provision of services orders. I am also happy to report that Fortis 
Marine Solutions Pte Ltd has gone on with a good start having 
sealed the support contract for the provision of a higher level 
in-country capability in the maintenance and life cycle support 
services for the submarine fleet. 

On the commercial front, we were awarded an additional 
contract to build two more Anchor Handling Tug Supply Vessels 
(AHTS) for Swire Pacific Offshore, bringing the total to six. We 

are indeed proud and pleased that the 2nd AHTS, 
Pacific Dolphin, was successfully named and 

launched on the 15th December 2012. 
For our US operations, VTHM was also 

awarded a shipbuilding contract, to build two 
additional Platform Supply Vessels (PSVs) 
for Hornbeck Offshore Services, bringing 
the total to ten. “Evening Star”, a 112’ ATB 

offshore tug was successfully delivered to 
Bouchard Transportation Co., Inc. VTHM is 
also due to deliver the first FMC soon and is 

currently in partnership with DCNS to 
bid for a contract to design and build 
twenty-five Offshore Patrol Cutters for 
the US Coast Guard.

In November 2012, ST 
Engineering announced its 3Q2012 
results. The Marine sector’s 3Q2012 
revenue was lower by 7% or $19m, 
whilst its profit before tax was 
comparable to that of 3Q2011. 
For the nine months ended 
30 September 2012, both the 
Sector’s revenue and PBT was 

comparable to that of the same 
period last year. 

ST Marine recorded Y-O-Y 
revenue was comparable to that of 

3Q2011, from S$785m in 9M2011 to S$757m in 9M2012. On 
a Q-O-Q basis, however, revenue decreased 7% from S$255m 
in 3Q2011 to S$236m in 3Q2012. This was contributed mainly 
by lower shipbuilding revenue as a result of lower revenue 
recognition from contracts. On the profit front, profit before tax 
(PBT) was comparable to Y-O-Y in the nine months ending 30 
September 2012. Q-O-Q, PBT was comparable to that 3Q2011, 
from S$31.3m in 3Q2011 to S$30.4m in 3Q2012.

Against this backdrop, I cannot stress enough that the 
economic outlook is not as rosy as it seems. The shipping market 
continues in its slumber state as it faces the greatest oversupply 
situation for a long time. Many shipyards in Europe have gone 
into receivership while others in the lower costs countries such 
as China are now targeting segments in the oil and gas industry, 
an area traditionally dominated by Norwegian and Singapore 
shipyards. In the naval segment, many countries facing budget 
issues are cutting on defence spending and this would have an 
impact on us trying to grow the defence export market. 

While we are unable to influence the larger macro 
environment, what we must do is to watch and control our internal 
costs and continually seek new orders and grow our businesses. 
In this regard, we must continually strive for higher productivity 
and add value in all we do for our esteemed customers. In times 
of adversity, there will be opportunities for us to excel, grow our 
competencies, overcome adversaries and emerge much better 
and stronger. 

In this issue we continue to feature our employees. We are 
grateful to Ellen Tong, Secretary in the Tuas Yard’s General Office 
for devoting her best 40 years to the company. We also salute 
Ronnie Tan Tian Chye, our veteran of 23 years. Thank you both 
for the inspiration and commitment to ST Marine! We also want 
to thank our newfound hero, Karthik, for saving the life of a fellow 
diver! Indeed you are a professional that we can all emulate.

 In this edition, we also demonstrated to all our esteemed 
customers that indeed ST Marine will deliver, timely and to 
your satisfaction. We have profiled Kendrick, RSS Vengeance, 
Gulf Stolt, Pacific Dolphin and Evening Star as vessels that we 
had successfully completed major delivery milestones. We are 
also pleased to feature our productivity efforts, in our “Value 
Stream Mapping’ initiative and ST Marine being awarded 
‘Best Practices (Honourable Mention) as an Energy Efficiency 
National Partnership Partner. These are manifestation that ST 
Marine does our business well and we will continue to do so. To 
all who attended our Appreciation Function on 16th November 
2012, thank you and it certainly was “Oh What a Night!”. We 
will continue to ‘Rock’ for you and we sincerely appreciate 
your trust in us. ST Marine will continually strive to be your 
world class partner, as can be seen in our emphasis in security 
matters and participation in international shows including the 
Shipping Machinery & Machine (SMM) Technology International 
Trade Fair held in Hamburg, Germany as well as at Euronaval, 
the premier biennial international naval defence and maritime 
security exhibition held in Paris-Le Bourget, France. 

In closing, my sincere thanks to our Customers and 
Associates for your support in 2012 and I look forward to another 
great year in 2013. 

To all our Chinese colleagues and friends, Gong Xi Fa Cai 
and may the Year of the Snake bring you lots of happiness and 
good health.

Best wishes,
Sing Chan

03YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER



ST ENGINEERING’S MARINE  
ARM INJECTS ADDITIONAL CAPITAL INTO 
FORTIS MARINE SOLUTIONS

ascagoula, Miss., October 19th, 2012 – VT Halter Marine, Inc. (VT 
Halter Marine), a subsidiary of VT Systems, Inc. (VT Systems), 
today announced the delivery of the 112 foot ATB Offshore Tug, 
Evening Star, for Bouchard Transportation Co., Inc. (Bouchard). 
This tug is similar to others built for Bouchard in previous years 

by Halter Marine.
Measuring 112 feet by 35 feet by 17 feet, the 4,000hp tug is classed 

by ABS as A1 Towing Vessel, Dual Mode, and is equipped with an 
Intercon Coupler System. Construction of the vessel began in June 2011 
at VT Halter Marine’s Moss Point Marine facility in Escatawpa, Miss. Upon 
delivery, the Evening Star will enter into Bouchard’s fleet service in New 
York, N.Y.

P

VT HALTER MARINE 
DELIVERS 
EVENING STAR, 
FOR BOUCHARD 
TRANSPORTATION

Evening Star at sea

“Bouchard Transportation Co, Inc. 
is pleased to have taken delivery of 
another well built VT Halter Marine 
tug boat. Bouchard enjoys a thirty 
year old relationship with Halter, 
who has continuously built vessels 
that meet and exceed Bouchard 
standards. The Evening Star will be 
pinned to the newly built B.No.250 
and operate on the East Coast. 
Bouchard looks forward to future 
successful building programs 
with VT Halter Marine in the near 
future.”  
– Morton S. BOUCHARD III, President/CEO, Bouchard Transportation

“VT Halter Marine is proud to 
deliver this quality-built ATB 
Offshore Tug to our long-standing 
and valued customer, Bouchard 
Transportation.”  
– Bill SKINNER, Chief Executive Officer, VT Halter Marine.

ingapore, 9th October 2012 – Singapore 
Technologies Engineering Ltd (ST 
Engineering) today announced that its 
marine arm, Singapore Technologies 
Marine Ltd (ST Marine), has injected 
additional $509,490 into its associated 
company, Fortis Marine Solutions Pte. 
Ltd. (Fortis Marine Solutions), bringing 

its total share capital contribution from $510 to $510,000.
Fortis Marine Solutions, a joint venture between ST Marine and Kockums 

AB, provides a higher level in-country capability in the refitting and life cycle 
support services for the submarine fleet of the Republic of Singapore Navy. The 
capital injection will allow Fortis Marine Solutions to be fully operational. 

This capital injection is not expected to have any material impact on 
the consolidated net tangible assets per share and earnings per share of ST 
Engineering for the current financial year. S

04 /12 /DECEMBER
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n a continuing quest to ensure that a most 
important part of our work, which is to safeguard 
all classified and sensitive information, Security 
Office organised a series of road shows in 
October 2012 at the Benoi yard and Naval Bases 
facilities. The focus was in IT and Information 

security. As a defence engineering company and 
key partner in our national defence eco system, 
we are mindful that ST Marine can be a potential 
target for cyber attacks and hence we must be 
adequately equipped to protect ourself.

Topics covered included  adopting IT 
security best practices, reminders on cleaning 
up of our computer systems to eliminate hidden 
threats, provision of an efficient, secured and 
safe computer network, implementation of 
network monitoring and reporting as a group and 
reviewing of  IT system administration and  IT 
security administration reporting.

I
Information Security, which is 

about protecting the privacy and 
integrity of important data and denying 
access to unauthorised personnel, was 
also emphasised.  This included the 
management of our publicity material 
to ensure that we do not inadvertently 
compromise security. It was also 
highlighted that a shared responsibility 
and collaboration is crucial in preventing 
and dealing with cyber threats. MSD 

SECURITY ROAD SHOWS – OCT 2012

was also present and updated on IT 
security awareness and risks relevant 
to our works with the Ministry of 
Defence.  Such security road shows 
are indeed apt and timely reminders 
that we must never let our guard 
down in this area of our business.  
With a collective awareness and a 
sense to look out for each other, ST 
Marine can indeed fulfill our part in 
national defence.

04 /12 /DECEMBER

MARINE NEWS

ÅÇ ST Marine employees 
watching demonstrations and 
displays at the security seminar

È ST Marine’s President, 
Mr Ng Sing Chan addressing 
those present at the event

Æ LTC Lee Wee Lee, Head 
Industrial Security Branch, 
MSD, addressing the gathering

CONTRIBUTED BY RAMACHANDRA THANGAVELU
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n 7th December 2012, ST Marine held our 
annual long service awards ceremony at the 
Oasis room. In total, 125 of our colleagues 
received awards for services rendered to ST 
Marine ranging from 5 to 40 years. We are 
indeed proud of each of them and are also 

inspired by their dedication and commitment to our 
company. 

Ms Ellen Tong, a recipient of the 40-year award, 
shared that she was glad she had chosen the right 
company to join 40 years ago! She added that ST 
Marine had provided her a conducive environment 
to work in where she could balance her work with 
her family life. She is also appreciative of the many 

learning opportunities to 
equip her with the skill set 
and knowledge to meet 

the many challenges 
and demands of her 
work. Despite the 4 
decades of service 
she  continues to 
look forward  to 
each day of work. 
She is grateful to  all 

her bosses, past and 
present, who have 
been very supportive 
and kind and she feels 

that her work has been 
appreciated by them.

When asked about her  

O

2012  
LONG SERVICE 
AWARDS
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PIONEER

impending retirement, Ellen 
shrugged her shoulders. “ If ST 
Marine is of the opinion that 
I can continue to contribute, 
I would be quite happy to 
continue to work and serve  
ST Marine.”

Well, more good years with Ellen 
in ST Marine!

Mr Ng Sing Chan, President 
ST Marine presented the awards 
and also added that “A company 
is not defined by its products and 
accolades, but by the people who 
make up its core and gives the 
company the shape and the identity. 

The people epitomise the values the 
company stands for. And a great 
company always owes its success to 
the people, especially to those who 
weather the storms through many 
years of hard work and dedication.”. 

We are indeed proud of each of 
them and are also inspired by their 
dedication and commitment to our 
company. This can only augur well 
for ST Marine as we continue on 
our path to be a world class marine 
company. 

To all recipients of the Long 
Service Awards, a BIG THANK YOU 
to you all!

Ç ST Marine’s President Mr Ng Sing Chan presenting awards to various recipients

Å ST Marine’s President 
Mr Ng Sing Chan’s speech 
before the ceremony

Various other recipients posing for a photo

CONTRIBUTED BY RAMACHANDRA THANGAVELU
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A
veteran of 23 years, Ronnie Tan Tian Chye joined  
ST Marine as a young and aspiring Engineering 
Assistant in 1989. During this period, he has the 
unique distinction of having worked at all the naval 
bases, including Brani, Tuas and Changi Naval Base! 
He is also a pioneer of the very successful Integrated 
Work Force concept that is currently serving our 
prime customer, the Republic of Singapore Navy 
(RSN) so well. 

He recalled vividly the early days of this scheme where due to the 
prevailing situation and manning, most of the workers, or uncles as 
he fondly called them, were veterans from the yard and while they 
possessed the technical skills, could only converse in dialects! It was 
indeed a huge and challenging task to engage them and ensure 
both parties understood each other well! Ronnie now reminisce with 
nostalgia that it was during this period that he had much ‘hands on’ 
experiences learning from all these ‘Chein Pei’ (elders) of the trade. It 
was indeed a memorable period of growth for Ronnie.

Ronnie wants to credit his many colleagues and management 
over this period in helping him appreciate the true workings inside a 
shipyard. Together with all these colleagues, they were the ‘gladiators’ 
in the ring who persevered and played a big role in building the 
successful company we have today. 

Ronnie also acknowledged that it was this meaningful period of 
his long career with ST Marine that had shaped and taught him how 
to relate and understand that the interest and requirements of the 
customer must always come first. Through the intense interactions with 
the RSN personnel in the base, he came to appreciate the tremendous 
challenges in supporting naval forces in achieving their myriad tasks 
and missions at sea, that is so vital to the well being and security of our 
nation. This in-turn had instilled in him a strong sense of responsibility 
that in all that he does, he must ensure that it is done right the first time 
and every time. Afterall, when a ship deploys, she will have to be at a 
highest readiness state and any defect at sea will have a detrimental 
impact in her ability to perform her missions. It is this strong sense of 
duty to ensure that he plays his role well that had developed Ronnie to 
the well rounded and competent person that he is today. 

This can be seen in his participation in many significant projects 
undertaken by ST Marine in support of the RSN. A memorable event 
was when Ronnie was sent to France to attend training relevant to the 
maintenance of the Formidable Class frigate in 2004. Subsequently, 
he was transferred to Benoi yard as a Ship Repair Manager to work 
on naval as well as Police Coast Guard (PCG) vessels. This period 
further enhanced his experiences and understanding of shipyard 
operations and functions. After this stint, Ronnie utilized his training 
in France to good effect when he was part of the ‘Engine Room’ 
team in the subsequent building of the five frigates at Benoi yard 
in ST Marine. He now looks back with pride that as the ships make 
headlines with their numerous high profile deployments, he and his 
fellow ‘gladiators‘ had played a part in the current good state of affairs. 

In particular, Ronnie is grateful to his bosses then, Mr Ooi Gim 
Hock and Mr Chee Chee Chiat and many other colleagues for their 
guidance, support and numerous sharing sessions. This is indeed 
what being in a great team is all about and Ronnie know that in ST 
Marine, he indeed have such wonderful colleagues!

In his current role in Changi Naval Base (CNB) as Manager, 
supporting repair works on all the frigates and other vessels berthed 
at CNB, Ronnie is now able to bring his rich and varied experiences to 
best serve our strategic partner, the RSN. To our younger colleagues, 
Ronnie’s words of wisdom; “When in doubt, always ask. Never 
assume. Always seek new ideas, seek fresh and innovative ways to 
achieve better outcomes and improvement to ensure works are done 
efficiently. We must aim to get it done well first time and every time!  
In ST Marine, we have a company that will always provide us with 
opportunities to learn and grow, so make hay while the sun shines!” 

Ronnie is happily married to Serene and they have a lovely son, 
Gavin. As a doting husband and father, Ronnie enjoys travelling with 
his family and they have been to Australia, New Zealand, USA, Japan 
and the region. Ronnie is also a closet chef and enjoys watching 
soccer with Gavin. 

We are indeed inspired by Ronnie’s well balanced life and we 
salute him for having being a part in helping ST Marine be the 
successful company that we are today. Well done Ronnie!!

04 /12 /DECEMBER

PIONEER

From left to right: Ronnie with his wife and son on vacation in Japan ÈÆ

PIONEER OF ST MARINE RONNIE TAN
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n our continuing quest to expand our 
business and to seek to best serve 
our existing and new customers, ST 
Marine continues to spread our wings 
further and wider. As such, we are 
extremely pleased to be able to serve 

a new customer from Russia, MRTS 
Mezhregiontruboprovodstroy. We were 
able to convert a Platform Supply Vessel 
to a Deep Sea Diving Support Vessel for 
MRTS Mezhregiontruboprovodstroy 

I ahead of schedule on 1st August 2012.
All in, 150 tons of steel were utilised to 

modify a ballast tank to a machinery space, 
works on the twin deck, generator platform 
and main deck. A gondola was fabricated and 
installed. Hydrographic equipment, ROV with 
control room, new generators and a 9-man 
Sub Aquatic Technical System (SAT) were 
also installed.  The accommodation block 
was fully refurbished with new insulation, 

flooring, paneling and furniture. A new 
sewage treatment plant was also installed. 
In total, 12000 meters of power and control 
cables were also laid. 

ST Marine appreciates this opportunity to 
serve a new customer and we are proud to 
have completed the works ahead of schedule. 
To all our customers, we will continually strive 
to serve you the only way we know and that is 
to the best of all our abilities!

04 /12 /DECEMBER

PROJECT UPDATE-
SINGAPORE OPERATIONS

FAR
WIDE!CONTRIBUTED BY MARK MA JI JUN

AND
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Ç LTC He Ruimin (left) presents 
letter of appreciation to Mr Chan 
Fook Weng (right) of ST Marine

Ç Mr Twoon Kok Yam, Senior Vice President 
(Benoi Yard) (right), presenting project 
completion plaque to LTC He Ruimin (left)

Ç ST Marine’s President Mr Ng Sing Chan having a chat 
with LTC He Ruimin and LTC Rinson Chua

T o celebrate the successful upgrading and 
timely delivery of RSS Vengeance, the 5TH  
vessel in the MCV Upgrading Programme, a 
celebratory lunch reception was held at ST 
Marine’s Oasis room on 29th October 2012. 

This is again another manifestation of the strong ties 
and working relationships among the RSN, DSTA, ST 
Marine and ST Electronics. Together with all these 
partners, ST Marine is proud to continue to play a 
part in serving a larger national need.

DELIVERY  
OF RSS VENGEANCE

04 /12 /DECEMBER

PROJECT UPDATE-
SINGAPORE OPERATIONS

CONTRIBUTED BY CHAN FOOK WENG
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A NEW

Lady Sponsor, Mrs Yang Suk McNamara 
named and launched Pacific Dolphin

04 /12 /DECEMBER

MARINE NEWS

CONTRIBUTED BY IAN LEONG
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I n what can be viewed as under the most auspicious 
conditions, in that we had brilliant sunshine in 
between scattered showers, Pacific Dolphin, the 
2nd in a series of six Anchor Handling Tug Supply 
vessels built for Swire Pacific Offshore, was named 
and launched on the 15th December 2012, seven 
months after her keel was laid in May 2012 . 

Doing the honour was Mrs Yang Suk McNamara, 
our graceful Lady Sponsor. Under a clear and brilliant 
sunshine day, she blessed the ship and with the 
traditional smashing of a champagne bottle against 
her hull, launched Pacific Dolphin into the sunlit 
waters of Benoi Basin. Shortly, the ‘heavens’ opened 

up in what can only be perceived as 
showers of blessings for the newest 
Dolphin at sea!

ST Marine is proud to have met 
this major milestone for the project. 
Mr Jway Ching Hwa, Senior Vice 
President (Projects), and ST Marine’s 
officiating person, attributed  this 
success to the fact that we had a 
most professional partner in Swire 
Pacific Offshore (SPO). Tough but 
fair, and ably led by Mr David Marren, 
SPO’s Technical Director and Mr 

DOLPHIN AT SEA
Robertus Achtern, SPO’s resident 
yard superintendent, SPO had been a 
wonderful customer who had played 
a big part in ST Marine’s ability 
to deliver in a timely manner and 
meeting all expectations. As noted by 
SPO’s Finance Director and officiating 
person, Mr Nigel Gribble, this project 
is also kept within budget! To both 
teams from SPO and ST Marine,  
well done and we look forward to 
more naming and launching events 
to come!

Mr Jway Ching Hua, Senior Vice 
President (Project) of ST Marine

Mr Robertus Achten 
and his friends

Lady Sponsor, Mrs Yang Suk 
McNarama and her children

Mr Nigel Gribble and  
his family

Mr Nigel Gribble and Mr Jway Ching Hwa
Mr Nigel Gribble, Finance Director 
of Swire Pacific Offshore
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n September 2012, ST Marine successfully 
participated in the 25th Shipping, Machinery & 
Marine (SMM) Technology International Trade Fair 
held in Hamburg, Germany. With a record turnout 
of 2,100 registered exhibitors and more than 50,000 
trade visitors comprising of international delegates 
and members from the scientific community, ST 
Marine had benefited from this exposure at a leading 
international innovation forum. Mr Tay Lay San and 
Mr Ong Zhiguan flew the flag for ST Marine together 
with our German agent CombiTrade, at this four-day 
biennial event. 

This event had allowed ST Marine to be updated 
on the current trends and innovations in the marine 
industry. For example, the need to implement green 
technologies and more efficient forms of energy 
generation on board ships were re-affirmed. An 
illustration would be the International Convention for 
Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and 
Sediments (BWM Convention), which is expected 
to come into force as early as 2014. As most ships 
have not been designed and equipped to treat ballast 
water, retrofitting new ballast water management 
system becomes necessary. It is expected that 
approximately 68,000 ships worldwide needs to be 
ready for compliance with the BWM convention and 
this spells opportunities for ST Marine. 

I
Apart from being updated with 

trends and innovations, the event 
was also an excellent opportunity to 
foster existing and new relationships, 
vital in any business context.  During 
the exhibition, Lay San and Zhiguan 
enjoyed the company of business 
partners on several dinner occasions, 
including a dinner organised by 
CombiTrade at G.H. Wehber & Co., 
one of the oldest and prominent wine 
house in Hamburg. The event was 
held in the underground wine-cellar 
of a 186 year old wine house with 
guests sharing their gratitude towards 
past year’s encounters and to the 
promise of future endeavours. Special 
mention of ST Marine were also heard 

From left to right: Mr Peter Pinck 
(CombiTrade), Mr Thorsten Odefey 
(Rickmers Maritime Services), Capt. 
Stefan Bülow (JS Maritime Partners) 
and Mr Tay Lay San, Vice President 
(Commercial Shiprepair – Tuas) for  
ST Marine

Æ Mr. Tay Lay San 
and the other guest 

enjoying a chat at 
their table

SMM 2012
CONTRIBUTED BY ONG ZHIGUAN

ST MARINE ON

by ship owner’s representatives and 
this was excellent feedback that our 
focus on seeking to always do our 
best for all our customers, and in 
ensuring that nothing but the best 
will leave our yard, is indeed the way 
to go!

SMM had not only offered 
opportunities for ST Marine to be 
seen, it had also allowed ST Marine 
to benefit from the developments 
in the Marine industry. In addition, 
it also has that most important 
personal dimension, where existing 
personal relationships are given more 
opportunities to be maintained and 
new ones forged.  These can only 
augurs well for us all!

04 /12 /DECEMBER
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E
uronaval has been well established and 
highly regarded as the premier biennial 
international exhibition and conference of 
technologies, equipment and services for 
the Naval Defence and Maritime Security 
industry.  Since 1988, ST Marine has been 
participating in every exhibition, and this 
year was no exception.  Held at the Paris-Le 
Bourget Exhibition Centre from 22nd – 25th 

October 2012, this year’s exhibition attracted close 
to 400 exhibitors, and welcomed approximately 
87 official delegations and 300 guests-of-honour, 
which included government officials from ministries, 
secretaries of state, navy chiefs of staff and national 
armament directors, from over 60 countries.

ST Marine was present to continue to brand 
ourselves as a proven global supplier of naval 
solutions. During this exhibition, we showcased ST 
Marine’s proven competencies and products in the 
Maritime Security and Humanitarian Aid and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) domains. Since the mid 90s, we had 
successfully developed the Fearless class of Patrol 
Vessels. In this exhibition, we displayed our refined 
and enhanced Fearless-55 and 75 MK IIs. Evolved 
from our very successful Fearless class, these 
enhanced versions seek to afford users more deck 
space for operational needs, including helicopter 
operations as well as incorporating our very own 
designed Launch and Recovery System (LARS) on 
the 75 Mk II. This LARS will enhance the safety of 
operations at sea for boats including manned Rigid 
Hull Inflatable Boats of up to 11m. We also continued 

to show our Endurance series 
of Landing Platform Docks. This 
vessel, well proven in the realm of 
Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief 
operations, continue to be a useful 
platform for a wide range of missions.   

Distinguished visitors to our 
stand included the French Defence 
Minister, Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian and 
the Director General FMV-Sweden, 
Ms Lena Erixon. We also had the 
opportunity to show our products to 
the Chiefs of the Kuwait and Belgium 

EURONAVAL 2012
CONTRIBUTED BY MICHAEL TAN JIASHENG

THE WORLD STAGE

Navies as well as Senior Officers 
from the Royal Navy of Oman. It was 
indeed our pleasure and honour to 
have hosted them. 

Exhibition such as Euronaval 
is useful and will continue to 
provide an avenue for ST Marine 
to continue to show our prowess 
in naval shipbuilding to interested 
delegations. This in turn can only 
increase the awareness and branding 
of ST Marine as a global player in the 
Naval Defence and Maritime Security 
industry.

Å Euronaval exhibition booth

Ç Mr Siow Chee Khiang, 
Vice President (Marketing & 
Branding), greeting delegates 
and government officials and 
showing them exhibits
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From left to right: Mr Lim Han with partner 
(Hong Lam Marine Pte Ltd), Mr Ricardo Wong, 
Vice President (Commercial Shiprepair – Benoi) 

From left to right: Ms Zann Chua, Head Corporate 
Communication together with Mdm Liu Hua with 
daughter (Yangzhijiang Shipbuilding Pte Ltd) and  
ST Marine’s President Mr Ng Sing Chan

From left to right: Mr Fahmi Latiff and partner, 
(EMAS Marine) together with Mr Rajavikraman 
Jayapandian, Director (Marketing), Mr Lim Han 
with partner (Hong Lam Marine Pte Ltd) together 
with Mr Ricardo Wong, Vice President (Commercial 
Shiprepair – Benoi) 

ST MARINE ROCKS!
From left to right: Mr & Mrs Andrew J. Coccoli 
(Farstad Shipping Pte Ltd), Mr Lim Nian Hua, 
Senior Vice President (Tuas Yard), Mr & Mrs 
Keiji Suzuki (Penta-Ocean Construction Pte Ltd), 
and Mr Donald Lim, Senior Regional Director 
(Marketing – Shiprepair)

04 /12 /DECEMBER

EVENTS

CONTRIBUTED BY IAN LEONG
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t was Rock and Roll with ST Marine on the evening of 16th November 2012! To end the year 
with a flourish, ST Marine hosted our valued customers to the 2006 Tony Award winning Best 
Musical about Rock and Roll Hall of Famers - The Four Seasons. This is the story of how four 
blue-collar kids became one of the greatest successes in pop music history. 

The night started with a pre-theatre cocktail at Au Chocolat, the first French-inspired 
concept store in Singapore. A selection of delectable canapés was served to our 104 guests, 
including most with their spouse and partners, before they were ushered to the Marina Bay 
Sands Theater for the very enjoyable show. 

At the end of the event, we were delighted to see that our customers had broad smiles 
on their faces and some may even be tempted to take up dancing and singing lessons! It was 
certainly “Oh What a Night”!!

I

È From left to right:  
Mr Eric de Coninck (EMAS 
AMC), Mr Harihan (Thome 
Ship Management), Mr 
Marek Kaminski with 
partner (EMAS AMC)

Ç From left to right: Mrs Wataniyakun, 
Mr Wisan Wataniyakun (EMAS Offshore), 
Mr Toh Han Wei (Swire Pacific Offshore), 
Mr Huang Dong Liang, Manager 
(Commercial Shiprepair – Tuas)

Å From left to right:  
Mr Twoon Kok Yam, Senior 
Vice President (Benoi Yard), 
Mr & Mrs Dan Benson 
(Hallin Marine Pte Ltd) and
Mr Han Yew Kwang, 
Executive Vice President 
(Shipbuilding) 

From left to right: Mr Michael Tan, Manager (Marketing 
– Shipbuilding), Mr Siow Chee Khiang, Vice President 
(Marketing & Branding) with Mr Olaf Bang (Hansen 
and Partner Solstad Offshore Asia Pacific Ltd)

Å From left to right: Mr 
Ricardo Wong, Vice President 
(Commercial Shiprepair – Benoi),
Mr & Mrs Reg Mcmee (Tidewater 
Marine International Pte Ltd)

Ç From left to right: Mr Steffen Tunge 
and partner (Thome Ship Management Pte 
Ltd) and Mr Donald Lim, Senior Regional 
Director (Marketing – Shiprepair)
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Marine was awarded “Best Practices (Honourable 
Mention) by the National Environmental 
Agency (NEA) as an Energy Efficiency National 
Partnership (EENP) Partner for the efforts in 
implementing energy efficiency improvement 
programmes to reduce energy wastage and 

improve energy efficiency.
The award presentation was held at the Mandarin Orchard  

Hotel on 18th September 2012 during the Energy Efficiency National 
Partnership Awards Ceremony & Opening of National Energy Efficiency 
Conference (NEEC) 2012.

ST Marine’s winning project is for the replacement of existing 
plasma CNC cutting machine.

The CNC plasma cutting machine is used to process metal plates 
for the construction of ships.  Different material type and thickness 
of the metal plates will affect the energy consumption of the cutting 
machine.

The project team leader Tan Kok Kong, after an extensive evaluation 
on the performances of the various technologies in the market, replaced 
the existing less efficient cutting machine and associated compressed 
air system with a more efficient one.  

As a result, the new CNC plasma cutting machine with advanced 
technologies is able to achieve a higher productivity and a significant 
improvement in energy efficiency.

ST Marine will continue with various other energy-efficient initiatives 
to enhance our cost-effectiveness, productivity and operational 
excellence. These initiatives include investments into new energy 
efficient lightings and control system, air conditioning chiller system 

ST upgrade, VSD / VFD control for various types of motor 
driven equipment, natural lighting for all workshops and 
real time energy consumption data acquisition for major 
equipment.

More importantly, all these initiatives will continually 
imbue in our organization that it is indeed a collective 
responsibility that we seek to constantly reduce energy 
usage and enhance energy efficiency in all our operations. 
Besides reducing costs, we will also be playing an important 
role in ensuring ST Marine continue to be a responsible 
world citizen in the preservation of our limited and precious 
natural resources!

ST MARINE BEING AWARDED

04 /12 /DECEMBER

BUSINESS  
EXCELLENCE

Mr Twoon Kok Yam, Senior Vice President 
(Benoi Yard) holding the award 

Smiling recipients on stage posing 
for a photo

From left to right: Mr Lai Chan Hong, Mr   
Twoon Kok Yam and Mr Chin Chung Leong

EENP PARTNER
CONTRIBUTED BY LAI CHAN HONG
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Marine Ltd delivered the 
100th Stolt vessel on  5th 
January 2010 . Building on this 
long and mutually beneficial 
relationship, ST Marine and 

Gulf Stolt Ship Management JLT continue to seek to 
nurture and develop relationships at various levels of 
our organizations. We want to take this opportunity 
to salute Superintendent Mr. Eugene Tarasov, who 
spent almost 5 months in ST Marine to supervise the 
works on 3 chemical tankers. Beginning with the first 
chemical tanker “Stolt Gulf Mirdif” on 15th June 2012, 
he left on the 7th November 2012 after completing a 
further 2 chemical tanker repair contracts. That all 
3 vessels were successfully completed on schedule 
can be attributed to his strict and fair approach to 
ensuring that indeed Gulf Stolt received nothing but 
the best from ST Marine. On our part, ST Marine is 
equally proud that repeatedly, we have demonstrated 
our competencies and capabilities to such an 
esteemed client and is really pleased that to date 
we have had the honour to work on the 103rd Stolt 
vessel. 

Ma Ji Jun was the ST Marine yard superintendent 
that interacted closely with Mr Eugene Tarasov. As the 
Chinese saying goes, “no quarrel no know each other 
better”, he recalled fondly that his relationship with 
Mr Eugene actually started on a very difficult footing 
due to a dispute over additional charges. While both 
sides will have their views and perspectives, the 
issue was finally amicably resolved with trust and 
goodwill all round. From this, Ji Jun and Mr Eugene 
developed mutual trust that was to play a big role 
in the successful completion for the subsequent 
vessels. ST Marine prides ourselves on being a fair 
and sincere partner and we are most appreciative 
and grateful to have found such like minded partners 
in Gulf Stolt and Mr Eugene Tarasov.   

Beyond work, there was also personal rapport 
when for example Ji Jun was able to help extend 
Mr Eugene’s visa with a personal intervention. This 
is a small reflection on how personal rapport can 
be mutually beneficial and ST Marine is proud and 
pleased to have staff that will go the extra mile for 
our customers. 

Ji Jun reminiscences that indeed the 
months he had spent working with Mr Eugene 
had been most rewarding, not just from the 
professional perspective and also that he had 
made a valuable personal friend. To a large 
extent, there was also a huge cultural exchange 
as both Ji Jun and Mr Eugene shared aspects of 

ST

their personal lives living in very different parts of the world. While their 
common denominator is the shipping industry and both had benefited 
from these professional interactions. Ji Jun will always fondly treasure the  
St Petersburg album presented to him by Mr Eugene. It will be a treasured gift 
for a long time to come and who knows, Ji Jun may even make a visit to Mr. 
Eugene’s home at St Petersburg in the future. To Mr Eugene, our sincere thank 
you for all the excellent efforts in maintaining an excellent relationship between 
our two companies and we wish you the very best in all your future endeavours!!

GULF STOLT - TRIBUTE TO 
MR EUGENE TARASOV
CONTRIBUTED BY MARK MA JI JUN
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VALUE STREAM MAPPING –  
A NEW PARADIGM IN OUR 
PRODUCTIVITY EFFORTS

ST
Marine started our journey 
of seeking continuous 
improvement 14 years ago in 
1998. Then, we called it JIT 
(just-in-time) - a ‘pull’ system 
of production, producing only 
what is required, in the correct 
quantity and at the correct 
time. We then moved up the 

chain to seek and expand our focus to eliminating 
waste in all our production processes. Kaizen, as a 
tool was widely adopted till now.  

While this waste reduction effort will continue, 
we want to expand our focus to include reducing 
total production time and increasing customer 
value. To do so, since 2011, ST Marine introduced 
the Value Stream Mapping (VSM) as a tool to drive 
for continuous improvement within our company. 
Consultants were brought in to impart knowledge 
to staff, including teaching VSM as a graphical 
representation that plots the course of production, 
from the raw material to the finished goods. Along 
the way, the system also enhances the tracking 
of the information flow that triggers the various 
processes, including schedules, plans and orders. 
VSM had in effect, created a current situation map 
where the total production time, sub-process time 
and inventory are tracked closely to identify potential 

bottlenecks. An awareness of these 
bottlenecks can then be used to allow 
“Kaizen bursts” (events) to occur that 
can then generate creative efforts to 
resolve the noted issues. 

Earlier in May 2012, Electrical, 
Painting and Support teams tried out 
VSM. After several training sessions 
and practical application, they began 
adding value stream mapping to 
our processes. While we are still 
not experts at VSM, it certainly had 
provided a welcome booster to our 
continuous improvement efforts.

The various teams shared that 
Value Stream Mapping had allowed 
them to be able to see and understand 
the whole process (value stream) 
where previously they only knew 
about their own sections of the whole 
production process. This had helped 
them to look at optimizing the whole 
value chain instead of improving only 

their sections, usually at the expense 
of the larger whole. The teams had 
also started to focus on lead times 
besides cost reductions. VSM had 
also helped to prioritize kaizen efforts 
aimed at making a bigger impact for 
our customer instead of piecemeal 
approaches. Finally, VSM had helped 
all to see our current state as well as 
what our future vision looks like. With 
this shared vision, we can certainly 
begin to move forward collectively as 
better integrated teams and produce 
outputs of the highest order.

04 /12 /DECEMBER

EHS

CONTRIBUTED BY ERIC CHEW ENG TIONG
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CONTRIBUTED BY JOWELL T. CABRAL

DIVER BY TRADE,
HERO BY ACT……

n the morning of 1st December 2012, as Karthik and 
Murali continued with their second dive of the day, 
to pump mud and sand out of the dock gate area, 
Karthik noticed something amiss. Murali’s fin was 
afloat and stationary, while his head and body were 

submerged.  Karthik instinctively approached Murali 
and pulled him out of the water. Upon surfacing, 
Karthik signaled for immediate help and Murali was 
recovered onto the dive boat. 

Continuing with this great presence of mind, 
Karthik checked the breathing and pulse of Murali 
and detected a weak pulse but no breathing. 

I He immediately performed 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) on Murali and despite getting 
no responses initially, he persevered 
and was relieved when finally Murali 
threw up seawater and started 
breathing. Murali was subsequently 
rushed to NUH and finally recovered. 

We are all grateful to Karthik 
for his great composure and 
excellent situational awareness. He 
also demonstrated a true sense of 

professionalism when he continued 
with his initial excellent efforts and 
continued to calmly and effectively 
revive Murali with his knowledge and 
critical application of the life-saving 
CPR. 

We can all certainly learn from 
Karthik as a true professional, in that 
he knew his work well and is able to 
apply his knowledge appropriately. 
He is indeed a real hero in saving the 
life of Murali!

From left to right: Mr Pakkirisamy 
Muralidass and Mr Poovali Karthik
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M a r i n e 
had always 
believed that 
there is a social 
aspect to our 
b u s i n e s s . 

Besides the need to retain our 
abilities as a sustainable and 
viable business entity, we also 
need to be mindful that we have a 
larger social responsibility to help 
in the education of our youth. As 
such, hosting visits by educational 
institutions has been a regular 
occurrence in our yard.  On 18th 
and 19th October 2012, ST Marine 
welcomed four different groups of 
students to tour our yard.

 The first two groups of 82 
students were from Swiss Cottage and 
Yuan Chin Secondary Schools. They 
visited ST Marine on 18th October 
2012 under the ASMI MaritimeOne 
Open House Programme. The 
students were accompanied by their 
teachers and for safety reasons, they 
toured the yard on bus.  

On the following morning, 19th 
October 2012, another 32 Facility 
Technology students from ITE 
College East visited ST Marine. Soon 
after, on the same day afternoon, 5 
students from NTU-Civil Electrical 
and Electronics Club also paid a visit.

Accompanied by their respective 
lecturers, they toured the yard and 
witnessed the different processes 
of our shipbuilding operations and 
capabilities.

Many of the visitors were inspired 
and expressed the desire to return 
for industrial attachments during 
their term breaks.   

While the mix of students may 
in the future yield some recruitment 
for ST Marine, such visits are a form 
of social responsibility on the part 
of ST Marine to help expose our 

ST
HOSTED INDUSTRIAL VISITS
ST MARINE

19 OCTOBER 2012

“Thank you once again for your assistance and cooperation. I’m extremely grateful for the strong support from STM. You 
guys gave me GREAT support when I was there.”

- Ms. Helen Tay,  
Manager, Association of Singapore  

Marine Industries

Å “My appreciation, for conducting the yard tour, sharing 
the profile of ST Marine and answering to the queries of our 
students this morning. My students are impressed with the 
types of jobs available for them. A few had already indicated 
their interest in this area of work. Hence, as discussed, we 
could explore some job attachment for a start.” 

– Ms. Ellen Oh,  
Senior Lecturer, ITE

Ç “We really want to thank ST Marine for your kindly 
support for our club development by providing the site 
visit opportunity. Thanks for your wonderful presentation 
as well as delicious tea!  We all learned a lot from the 
visit.  We are looking forward to keep in touch with ST 
Marine and hopefully we shall have further cooperation 
in the future.” 
 

– Ms. Sun Xi,  
Coordinator, NTU - CEE Club

18 OCTOBER 2012

youth to the various options they have 
in their future career. In addition, it is 
also a help in their general awareness 
about the resilience and robustness of 
our national economy. In our small way, 
we had shown the students that with 
commitment and an innovative spirit, 
we can certainly overcome limitations 
such as limited space and play our role 
in ensuring that Singapore indeed has a 
thriving and diversified industry base!

04 /12 /DECEMBER

FRIENDS’ VISIT

CONTRIBUTED BY ALCOREZA CHRISTOPHER
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