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In Singapore, we successfully 
launched our first Diving 
Support Vessel on 28 June and 
we are about to redeliver the 
Pacific Princess, a purse seiner, 
which is being upgraded and 
lengthened by about 20m. 

In the last few months, our marketing teams have been out 
and about, raising the profile for ST Marine at various key 
exhibitions in Macau, Kuwait, Greece, USA and UK. Here in 
Singapore, we received visitors from as far as Sweden to our 
neighbour, the Philippines,  and we also hosted a high level 
team from DSTA. I hope that our friends have found the visits 
to ST Marine a useful and fruitful one.

Amidst the heart-burning work schedule, our good-spirited staff 
took time to do their bit for the environment, unwind by singing 
their hearts out at the karaoke competition, share learnings 
with up and coming engineering students at their alma mater 
and put their best foot forward at Singapore’s first Amazing 
Maritime Race organised by Singapore Maritime Foundation.

I want to take the opportunity to commend the public 
spiritedness of one of our staff, Norman Budiman Bin Lukman 
Zakaria, who is our Confined Space Assessor in the EHS 
Department. Norman was commended by SCDF for rendering 
attention and help to an elderly woman who was knocked 
down by a lorry on the road. I urge all of you to follow his 
footsteps in showing your kindness and readiness to lend 
a helping hand when the opportunity beckons, even to your 
fellow colleagues. Well done, Norman!

As the name of this publication implies, I hope to be able to 
share with you some of the more onward and forward looking 
programmes that ST Marine has embarked or are working on 
to benefit all our stakeholders. In this issue, we feature the 
Competency Centres of our Engineering and Design Centre. 
With the focus on the development and strengthening of 
these competencies, ST Marine aspires to be the best design 
company in its class of products and services in the world.

Finally, whilst we put in our best at work, let’s not forget our 
families and loved ones. I hope all of you had set aside time 
from your demanding schedules and enjoyed the recent 
Aidilfitri and Mid Autumn festivities with them. 

Until the next issue, best wishes, 

sing Chan

result in an increase in fish well capacity 
by approximately 25 percent.  Work has 
commenced and the project is expected 
to complete by mid 2010.

“These contracts reaffirm ST Marine’s 
proven strength and capability in 
providing total engineering solutions 
to meet the stringent criteria of the 
different projects.  We are pleased 
that the RSN and our commercial 
customers have chosen ST Marine to 
enhance their fleet and we look forward 
to establishing even stronger working 
relationships in the long term.”

~ CHANG Cheow Teck,                  
President, ST Marine 

singapore, 29 march 2010 –               
ST Engineering today announced that 
its US shipyard VT Halter Marine Inc 
(VT Halter Marine), has secured an 
undefinitised contract in excess of 
US$165m (about S$232.5m) with the 
US Navy for a fourth Fast Missile Craft 
(FMC) for the Egyptian Navy. This most 
recent contract brings the total value 
for the FMC project to approximately 
US$807m (about S$1.1b). Work on this 
fourth FMC will commence by mid 
2011 and delivery is expected by end 
of 2013. VT Halter Marine has begun 
construction on the first FMC which it 
expects to deliver by mid 2012.

ST Engineering announced on 1 
December 2005 that it had secured 
the initial Phase I functional design 
contract for approximately US$29m. 
Two subsequent contract modifications 
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President’s Message

ST Engineering’s US Shipyard       
wins US$165m Contract to 
Build 4th Fast Missile Craft

Dear Customers, Associates and Colleagues, 

I am honoured to be appointed as the President of ST Marine 
on 1 May this year. 

As we say “Your Needs, Our Solutions”, I hope that as our 
Customers, you will continue to provide your unwavering 
support in the years ahead. . I must also thank our Associates, 
who have worked with us hand in hand to ensure that ST 
Marine was able to deliver its products and services which 
meet or exceed our Customers’ requirements. I look forward 
to the continuing co-operation as our interdependence grows 
deeper and stronger. To my colleagues in ST Marine, I know 
that you make all the difference in the Company. We have done 
well in the past. Nonetheless, as reflected in ST Engineering’s 
President and CEO’s National Day Message, we need to 
constantly remind ourselves that we have to create value in 
our jobs to stay ahead of the competition; stay innovative, 
adaptable and flexible against a constantly changing economic 
landscape, whilst we continue to inculcate safety as an integral 
part of our operations and be more conscious of our delicate 
environment.

In 2Q2010, the Marine Sector had better operating 
performance compared to 2Q2009.  Turnover was marginally 
better at $246 million versus $245 million in 2Q2009. Profit 
before tax rose to $27.1 million from $24.3 million. These 
results have been achieved despite a much deterioriated 
marine economic background following the Great Recession 
brought about by the financial meltdown. For this, I am 
thankful for the support, dedication and commitment that all 
of you have shown.  The Marine Sector has been in slumber in 
the last two years and although there are some green shoots 
now, the road to recovery is slippery. Many ship owners are 
adopting a wait-and-see attitude before placing new orders. 
In the ship repair sector, they are cutting down their repair 
budgets due to falling freight and charter rates. 

Set against this backdrop, the Marine Sector was fortunate 
to have secured contracts worth about $390 million during 
2Q2010, for the commercial, naval as well as environmental 
engineering businesses.  STSE, the environmental arm of ST 
Marine, secured its largest project to date with the Integrated 
Waste Management and Engineered Landfill Project in Brunei 
worth about $66.5 million. The design and construction of 
this modern facility is expected to take about 18 months to 
complete. In the US, VT Halter Marine was also busy with 
activities, as it laid the keel for the first Egyptian Fast Missile 
Craft slated for delivery in mid 2012. It also secured contracts 
to build a fourth Fast Missile Craft and two 8,000 ATB tugs. 

singapore, 1 April 2010  –                   
ST Engineering announced today that 
its marine arm, ST Marine, has been 
awarded S$55m worth of upgrading 
and modification contracts from both its 
naval and commercial customers.

The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) 
has awarded a contract to ST Marine to 
upgrade a class of its vessels.  The work 
scope will involve detailed system design, 
installation and integration to enhance the 
capability of the vessels to meet RSN’s 
operational requirements.  The upgrading 
work should be commence mid 2010 and 
is expected to be completed by end 2015.

A second contract comes from New 
Zealand’s National Institute of Water 
& Atmospheric Research Ltd (NIWA).  
ST Marine will upgrade its research 
vessel, Tangaroa.  Measuring 70.0m 
long and 13.8m wide, Tangaroa will 
undergo upgrading work that will 
equip her with dynamic positioning 
capability.  Upgrading work will 
include the installation of new thrusters 
and additional navigation sensors 

S$55m 
Worth of Upgrade and 
Modification Contracts

were awarded in November 2006 and 
June 2007 respectively for procuring 
the FMC project’s long lead items which 
added US$206.5m to the contract.  
Subsequent changes in the scope of 
work further increased the Phase I 
contract value to US$249.2m. With the 
award of Phase II of the FMC project 
in September 2008, the total contract 
value awarded to ST Engineering for 
the first three FMCs amounted to 
US$642m. This latest US$165m contract 
reflects non-recurring cost reductions 
from the first three vessels contracted 
earlier and government furnished 
equipment which was previously 
provided by VT Halter Marine.

The FMC is designed to perform coastal 
patrol, surveillance, interdiction, surface 
strike and naval battle group support 
for the 21st century. The vessels will 

allow the Republic of Egypt to maintain 
the security of its coastal regions for 
both itself and friendly countries, while 
denying access to the areas by any 
potential adversaries.  Each vessel 
will be approximately 62m in length 
and will incorporate ship signature 
control technology. High speed and 
maneuverability are two of the ship’s 
primary assets to fulfill these roles. The 
vessels will also incorporate numerous 
combat system assets and electronic 
sensors, equipping the vessels with 
capabilities in anti-aircraft, anti-surface 
and electronic warfare.

“VT Halter Marine is honoured to be 
awarded this additional contract by 
the US Navy to build the fourth state-
of-the-art Fast Missile Craft. This is a 
glowing testament of our capabilities 
by an esteemed customer and speaks 
volume of the trust in this successful 
partnership - we are working towards 
the delivery of all four vessels to exceed 
the US Navy’s expectations. “ 

~ CHANG Cheow Teck,                  
President, ST Marine 

as well as enhancement of power 
management system.  Pre-fabrication 
work commenced in the first quarter of 
2010 and all works are expected to be 
completed by end of the year.  Capable 
of working in conditions ranging from 
sub-tropical to sub-antarctic, Tangaroa is 
well equipped for a wide range of stock 
assessment functions like fisheries 
acoustic work and seismic surveying.

Partnership Ltd also appointed ST Marine 
to upgrade and lengthen its purse seiner, 
Pacific Princess.  The scope of work for 
this 66.5m by 12.2m vessel encompasses 
the installation of new equipment that 
includes a fishing conveyor system, 
generator, thruster, switchboard 
and main hydraulic engine complete 
with new hydraulic piping system and 
cabling work.  A bulbous bow will also 
be fabricated and installed on the vessel 
as part of this upgrading and lengthening 
works.  Upon completion, the Pacific 
Princess will measure 86m long with 
the capability of sailing at a higher speed 
and operating with better fuel efficiency.  
The lengthening of the vessel will also 
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singapore, 11 June 2010  – ST Engineering announced today that 
a consortium formed by its marine arm, Singapore Technologies 
Marine Ltd (ST Marine) and its Brunei partner QAF Limited, has 
been awarded a S$66.5m contract to design and construct a 
waste management facility in Sungai Paku, Brunei.  The project will 
comprise an engineered landfill, a transfer station plus three years of 
operations and maintenance of the facility.

The design and construction of the modern Integrated Waste 
Management facility is expected to commence in late 2010 and 
will take about 18 months to complete.  The tender awarded by 
the Brunei Economic Development Board was won through an 

international public tender.  ST Marine’s environmental arm, STSE Engineering Services Pte Ltd (STSE), will be undertaking the 
project with QAF Limited.  This tender is one of the larger contracts to be undertaken by STSE since its set up.

The Sungai Paku waste treatment facility is designated to serve as a permanent waste disposal site for Brunei.  It will be designed 
and constructed to the highest environmental standards of the USA Environmental Protection Agency guidelines.  The engineered 
landfill facility will be prepared using heavy duty liners, a Leachate Treatment facility, an Environmental Monitoring System, Gas 
Extraction, Harvesting and an Odour Control System.  A state-of-the-art Waste Transfer & Logistics Station will be constructed 
opposite the current landfill site in Sungai Akar and will serve as a hub to consolidate, pack and transfer waste efficiently and 
productively using large containerised vehicles from the city to Sungai Paku treatment plant.

“Winning this tender is an affirmation of our capability and experience to offer environmental solutions and services that meet our 
customers’ needs.  We are pleased to be entrusted with this project that will help to contribute towards a cleaner and sustainable 
environment for Brunei.” 

~ NG sing Chan, president, st marine

ST Engineering Awarded 

S$66.5m Integrated 
Waste Management 
and Engineered Landfill 
Project in Brunei

singapore, 1 April 2010 - ST Engineering today announced that its US shipyard VT 
Halter Marine Inc (VT Halter Marine), has signed a contract with subsidiaries of Overseas 
Shipholding Group, Inc. (OSG) to build two 8,000 ATB tugs worth over US$21m.  VT 
Halter Marine is the US operation of ST Engineering’s marine arm, ST Marine.

The tugs will be built over 16 months at VT Halter Marine’s Moss Point Marine shipyard 
with deliveries expected in the second and third quarters of 2011.  Measuring 42.8 metres 
by 11.6 metres each, these two state-of-the-art tugs will be used to perform articulated tug 
barge (ATB) services, transporting refined petroleum products coastwise within the 
US and will have all the necessary capabilities to operate in full ocean service.

VT Halter Marine is one of the leading designers and builders of double-hulled 
integrated tug/barge units for compliance with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 in the US.  
The company has delivered ten ATBs to various customers over the last three years.

Last year, VT Halter Marine was awarded contracts from OSG to undertake the 
outfitting and commissioning of two 350,000 barrel ATBs which are the largest ATBs 
built by VT Halter Marine.

ST Engineering’s 

US Shipyard to Build 
Two Tugs for OSG
Contract valued over US$21m

This third contract 
reaffirms OSG’s 
confidence in VT Halter 
Marine’s proven capability 
and extensive experience 
as a leading designer and 
builder of ATBs and is a 
strong testimony of our 
partnership with OSG.

~ CHANG Cheow Teck,             
President, ST Marine 

“

“

April 08, 2010, 6:33Am

PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- VT Halter 
Marine’s $807 million deal to build 
four Fast Missile Crafts (FMC) for the 
Egyptian Navy exemplifies friendship 
and trust between the two nations, 
leaders said during a keel laying 
ceremony for the first ship. 

“The FMC is a key program in the 
relationship between our two countries,” 
CEO, Bill Skinner said during the event 
held at the company’s Pascagoula yard. 

The FMC is designed to perform coastal 
patrol, surveillance, interdiction, surface 
strike and naval battle group support. 

Vice Adm. Mohab Mameesh, 
Commander in Chief of the Egyptian 
Navy, said the ships will allow Egypt 
to “gain stability” and “establish and 
maintain war and peace” while securing 
its coast and the Suez Canal. 

“We offer our thanks and deepest 
appreciation to the U.S. government,” 
Mameesh said, offering “best wishes 
for ... people in both countries.” 

VT Halter Marine announced in 
December 2005 that it had a $29 
million design contract for the vessel, 
and subsequent contract modifications 
raised the contract to $249.2 million. 

In a second phase, awarded in September 
2008, the contract for constructing the 
first three vessels raised the deal to 
about $642 million. The fourth ship, 
worth an additional $165 million, was 
contracted in March. 

The first vessel is slated for completion 
by mid 2012, and the fourth vessel 
should be delivered by year end of 2013. 

Rear Adm. William E. Landay III, 
program executive officer for U.S. Navy 
ships, said the keel laying was a chance 
to “celebrate a platform, a program and 
a partnership.” 

In 2009, Landay’s office secured 180 
craft for partner navies and coast guards 
around the world, noting a global 
partnership benefits the U.S. as much as 
its ally countries. 

Adm. Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval 
Operations for the U.S. Navy, agreed. 
“The laying of this keel is cause for 
celebration,” he said. “The Egyptian 
Navy is indeed a true friend of ours.” 

After the event, U.S. Rep. Gene Taylor, 
said these deals have a great impact on 
defense contractors on the Gulf Coast 
and nationwide. 

“It comes down to high paying skilled 
jobs here in South Mississippi,” 
said Taylor, who is Chairman of the 
subcommittee on Seapower and 
Expeditionary Forces within the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

Skinner said the four-ship contract will 
allow the company to hire 300 new 
workers over the next 15 months. 

The company currently employs around 
1,500 at its Pascagoula, Moss Point 
Marine and Halter Moss Point yards. 

Speakers at the FMC Keel Laying Ceremony

MARINE NEWS
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Wine 
appreciation

DSV Launching
On the 29th June, ST Marine 
successfully launched the Diving 
Support Vessel (DSV) built for DOF 
Subsea Norway AS. Equipped 
with an electric propulsion system 
with dynamic positioning system 
DP2 capability, the DSV with a 
deadweight of 4,000 tonnes will 
have accommodation space for 100 
persons, a 140-tonne subsea crane, 
an 18 men Diving Saturation System 
and will carry two Remotely Operated 
Vehicles to support diving operations 
in the subsea sector.  When 
completed, this DSV will enhance the 
DOF Subsea’s fleet to serve its clients 
in the oil and gas industry.

Another two more vessels, ‘Veritas 
Voyager’ and ‘White Rabbit Echo’, 
completed their drydocking and repair 
works at Benoi Yard. To mark the 
completion of these projects, a wine 
appreciation dinner was organised at 
Bistro Amigo Restaurant, to thank our 
customers for giving us the opportunity 
to undertake the drydocking of the 
two vessels. Guests were treated to 
a selection of French cuisine while 
appreciating various types of wine ranging 
from appetising wine to dessert wine. 
The restaurant engaged a sommelier to 
educate the guests about the history 
and the hometown of the wine.

STSE 
participates 
in MIECF

STSE in Qatar and Daxing

As a prime exhibitor of the Macao 
International Environmental Cooperation 
Forum and Exhibition (MIECF), STSE 
showcased a range of services that 
are in line with Macao’s initiative on 
“Thinking Green, Going Green and 
Living Cool” in the Greater Pan-Pearl 
River Delta region and beyond. Through 
the three days exhibition which was held 
from 8-10 April, STSE received plenty of 
generate interests and enquiries from 
some visitors and other exhibitors in our 
products and services. In the Business 
Matching session, we were linked up 
with the ISO certification companies 
and consulting companies for Green 
Buildings. Getting ISO certifications 
and our in-house Pneumatic Waste 
Collection System incorporated in their 
consultancy proposals were among the 
topics discussed. 

1) Daxing material recovery Facility, beijing  

STSE was awarded the RMB14.94 million contract to design and build a sorting 
line with a capacity to handle of 600 tons of waste treatment per day in Daxing, 
Beijing in China. It was the first major project awarded to STSE and it provides 
a valuable learning curve in the China market in providing experience and 
reference for future similar projects. The project has been completed and is in 
the final commissioning stage.

STSE Engineering Services 
makes its presence 
felt in Kuwait
STSE participated in the 3rd Kuwait Waste Management Conference & Exhibition 
held from 6 to 8 April at Radisson SAS Hotel Kuwait. The event serves as a leading 
industry forum for the latest waste technologies, solutions and products.  STSE’s 
booth saw many visitors who were keen to learn about our in-house products 
and developments. The Minister of Public Works & State Minister of Municipal 
Affairs of Kuwait, H.E. Dr Fadel Safer Ali Safer stopped over at our booth check if 
factually correct, showering his appreciation for having a Singapore-based company 
participate in the event for the first time in Kuwait. 

Mr. Gubachan receiving the plaque of participation 
from the organiser 

2) Qatar transfer station

This project valued at S$4.8 million, involved the design and build of four transfer 
stations with a total capacity of 1,550 tons per day. STSE’s team of engineers 
are currently on-site for the installation and final commissioning.

STSE
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Pacific Princess
R ecently, our shiprepair sector was contracted by Partnership Ltd to 

upgrade and lengthen its purse seiner, Pacific Princess. Currently, this 
vessel measures 66.5m long and 12.2m wide. The mid-section of this 

vessel was lengthened by 19m and a bulbous bow was also fabricated and 
installed to enhance the performance of the vessel. In addition, new generators 
and hydraulic engines are installed to meet the demand of the increased capacity 
after the lengthening works. Upon completion, Pacific Princess will measure 86m 
long, with an increase in the fish well capacity by more than 30 percent.

Pacific Princess before repair

Pacific Princess after lengthening works   



Continue on page 10

The 141-metre Endurance Class Landing Ship Tank (LST) is a multi-purpose landing 
ship designed and built by ST Marine for the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN).  
The cost effective and highly automated Endurance Class LST is designed with a 
hull form that is fuel efficient and robust for this category of ships and it received 
the Defence Technology Prize in 2001 awarded by DSTA. Apart from its naval role 
of providing transportation, logistic support and training, the Endurance Class LST 
has proven to be a valuable asset to RSN for Military Operations Other Than War 
in its many deployments for search and rescue, disaster relief and humanitarian 
operations, including the support of United Nations sanctioned missions and 
counter-piracy patrols. The Endurance Class LST has been deployed for many such 
missions, notably:

 Naval Diplomacy – “Sail Navy 2000”, which saw RSS Endurance sailed from 
 5 May- 2 Sep 2000 around the world to cities such as Honolulu, Acapulco,  
 New York, Halifax and Toulon. 

 Tsunami Disaster Relief in Aceh, Indonesia 2004.

 Part of multinational effort to rebuild Iraq in 2003, sanctioned by UN Security 
 Council – RSS Endurance was on a 2-month mission to provide replenishment  
 and supplies to other naval vessels operating in the Arabian Gulf and conduct  
 patrols.

 Counter-Piracy Patrol in the Gulf of Aden – part of a multinational Task Force 
 comprising of naval forces from the European Union, the North Atlantic Treaty  
 Organisation, as well as navies from other countries.
 
Working closely with RSN to obtain their feedback through these operational 
experiences has allowed ST Marine to refine the ship’s design and features further. 
Consequently, ST Marine applied our expertise in designing innovative and leading 
edge naval solutions to develop an Endurance Series of multi-purpose ships with 
varying capabilities, customisable to meet the requirements of different end users.

The Endurance series, namely Endurance-120, Endurance-140 and Endurance-160, 
was derived after more than a decade of operating experience of the 141-metre 
Endurance LST.  The Endurance series delivers three types of efficient naval solution 
platforms, capable of operating in both naval and civilian environment.

Designed to be 120 metres long, the Endurance-120  has a flight deck capable 
of operating one helicopter (up to 10-ton) and a well dock to fit two indigenously 
designed Fast Craft Utility (FCU) landing crafts. In addition, the superstructure 
can carry two additional indigenously designed Fast Craft Equipment & Personnel 
(FCEP) landing crafts. The Endurance-120 can also be fitted with customised 
weapon and sensor suite for the purpose of self defence and self perseverance. 

The Endurance-140, with a length of about 140 metres, is a much bigger ship and 
hence correspondingly the ability to carry bigger and more payloads. The flight deck 
is capable of operating up to two 10-ton helicopters or one heavy-lift helicopter 
such as the Chinook.  This ship can carry up to eight Landing Crafts, with four FCUs 

Winning design 
of ST Marine - The 
Endurance Series 

located in the well dock and the other 
four FCEPs on the superstructure. 
The Endurance-140 can also be fitted 
with customised weapon and sensor 
suite, and can be used as a Command 
Ship for command and control, and 
coordination of naval and civilian 
resources for a myriad of operations, 
including Humanitarian and Disaster 
Relief missions. In 2008, ST Marine was 
contracted by the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) 
to design and build one Endurance-140 
ship customised to meet the RTN’s 
specific requirements; the vessel is 
expected to be delivered in 2012.

The largest in the Endurance series, 
the 160 metres long Endurance-160 is 
designed with an island-superstructure 
offset to the starboard side of the 
ship. This is the first, for an offset 
superstructure within the design 
inventory of ST Marine. With a well dock 
sized to operate four FCUs, the ship can 
operate up to eight landing crafts and 
can be fitted with different weapons 
and sensors for survivability. In terms 
of accommodation and vehicle spaces, 
the design of this ship affords flexibility 
for customisation to address specific 
requirements of different end users.

1

2

3

4

EDC Competency Centres 

ST Marine has over the years grown 
to be one of the leading shipyards 
in the region with the reputation of 
delivering high quality products and 
services. With more than 23 years of 
experience in design and engineering 
developed through the many defence 
and commercial projects, we are 
well positioned to meet the exacting 
requirements of our customers 
now and in the future. Our design 
capability has been honed through the 
Company’s continuous emphasis on 
the identification of competencies that 
will serve our Customers’ needs better; 
supplemented by detailed planning on 
the development of these competencies 
as well as outsourcing areas which can 
be best done by others with the domain 
expertise.

As part of the company’s ongoing efforts 
to provide highly customised products 
and cost effective solutions to our 
customers, the 157-strong Engineering 
Design Centre (EDC) has reaffirmed its 
core competencies in conceptual study, 

functional or basic design, detailed 
engineering and system integration. 
The  four key competency centres which 
have remained the very core of our EDC 
Centre are as sh own above.

To better equip our engineers and 
designers with the domain expertise 
that is required by our Customers, 
EDC has now identified focus areas in 
each of the main competency areas. 
With such focus areas of sub-level 
competencies, EDC is now able to map 
the desired competencies with the 
current skill levels and knowledge of our 
designers and engineers. The respective 
Directors of the competency centres 
can also develop better job descriptions, 
thus making recruitment more targeted.

EDC has with the input of the Marketing 
Departments, identified product types 
which not only meet the needs of 
the market and Customers but also 
leverage on the sterling track record of 
ST Marine in these areas. In the naval 
sector, these products include Patrol 

Vessels, Logistics Support Vessels 
and the small fast boats, just to name 
a few. In the commercial sector, we 
have identified subsea vessels, RoRo 
and Ro-Pax vessels, with a focus on 
green technology as enhanced design 
features. 

Besides developing capabilities from 
conceptual to detailed design for the 
products identified, ST Marine also 
collaborates with foreign shipyards 
and strategic partners to conduct 
comprehensive design studies, such 
as reduction of Radar Cross Section 
(RCS), applicable in naval Ships 
and optimisation of hull form by 
computational fluid dynamic (CFD) to 
minimise resistance and reduce fuel 
consumption. 

ST Marine has also contributed to 
protecting the environment by adopting 
green technology in many of our design 
considerations. Design feature such as 
the use of  Selective Catalytic Reduction 
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As part of his introductory visit to Singapore over a period of four days, the Supreme 
Commander of the Swedish Armed Forces, General Sverker Goranson, together with the 
delegation visited ST Marine on 24 March. 

The Swedish Armed Forces has close and long-standing ties with Singapore, dating back 
to 1995 where the RSN acquired a Challenger class submarine from the Swedish Navy. 

We took this opportunity to highlight some of our proud creations like the 141m Landing 
Ship Tank and the Submarine Support and Rescue Vessel and we also learnt more about 
the outlook of the defence landscape in Sweden. 

On 27 May, 40 delegates from the National College of Defence from the Philippines 
visited ST Marine for a study visit. The delegation comprised of military professionals, 
other governmental organisation representatives, and officers from Nigeria and 
Malaysia, who were on their respective national exchange prorgamme with the 
Philippines.  The visit gave the delegates opportunities to learn more about the 
different core businesses of ST Marine and VTHM. Many took interest in the Landing 
Platform Dock that we are currently building for the Royal Thai Navy.

Advanced 
Solutions 
Group turns 

ONE

National College 
of Defence of the 
Philippines 

The Swedish 
Armed Forces 
calls on 
ST Marine

ST Marine hosted a visit including Deputy 
Chief Executive of DSTA, Mr. Tan Peng 
Yam, and representatives from the Naval 
System division on 8 June. We updated 
the visitors on our design and production 
capabilities. We shared some of the 
improved production methods that two 
of our yards are employing. Some of 
these methods include the use of fluid 
bed technology to support and transfer 
vessels and the adoption of laser bore 
alignment system for higher accuracy 
and shorter processing time.

DSTA visit

he Advanced Solutions Group (ASG) celebrated its first anniversary with a small 
“Corridor Party” on 17 May. The Group was formed last year with the aim to 

position ST Marine as forward looking, proactive and innovative in its product offerings 
as well as offering a system of systems approach to solutioning. The Group is led by 
James Soon, SVP (ASG) who joined the organisation in 2007 after retiring from the RSN 
and completing a stint at Singapore Technologies’ VT Systems Office in the US. The ASG 
has others in the team, namely, Cyril Lee, Teo Hui Fen, Chin Chiew Joon and Yeo Kai Wei.

Said James: “The ASG is a small but dynamic team and providing out-of-the-box 
solutions to customers is one of our major goals.  We are engaged in intense product 
development work and constantly challenging assumptions and boundaries. We want 
to help ST Marine build a reputation as a key solutions house and grow this as a 
business sector.

Mr James Soon, SVP ASG (above), celebrating 
with colleagues (top and right).

EDC

DEFENCE BUSINESS

The EDC management team

(SCR) on the Ro-Pax vessel, NOX 
emission which comes from incomplete 
combustion is reduced by the injection 
of a small amount of an aqueous 
solution of urea into the hot exhaust 
gas. This solution is vapourised and 
reacts with the NOX on the SCR catalyst 
surface where the reaction products are 
nitrogen and water.

In the Propulsion & Shafting 
competency group, EDC has a team of 
engineers capable of integrating a large 
variety of propulsion & shafting systems 
for various types of vessels. They have 
acquired in depth knowledge in systems 
such as Voith Schneider propeller, High 
Speed Fixed Pitch propeller, Controllable 
Pitch propeller, Waterjet propulsion, 
Azimuth propeller and Gas Turbine 
propulsion. These skill sets position the 
company well in providing the most 
suitable propulsion solution to our 
customers.

Another of our key competencies is 
the Combat System to Combat System 
Interface Management and Integration 
Testing. The current project whereby 
ST Marine is able to showcase its 
capability in this area is the design and 
construction of the 141m Endurance 
Class Landing Platform Dock for the 
Royal Thai Navy. EDC has also acquired 
the capability to develop in-house 
product solutions like the Ship Control, 
Monitoring and Management Systems 
(SCMMS) and Data Management 
Systems (DMS) which have been 
successfully deployed in several naval 
projects. 

With the formation of the competency 
centres and very specific focus areas, 
EDC is now able to identify the gaps 
between the existing skill sets and 
the requirements of the various 
competencies more effectively. This in 
turn will help EDC to further identify 
the essential and critical competencies 

that are critical to the sustainability and 
continual success of ST Marine, thus 
allowing retention and development of 
talent. Another important benefit is that 
by communicating these competencies 
to the EDC engineers, they are now 
empowered to take charge of their 
own career development; by pursuing 
relevant training and skill sets which 
will further strengthen the Company’s 
competitive edge. 

Continue from page 9

EDC
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Held on 14 May, 13 contestants from 
various departments sang their hearts out 
to compete for the top three awards. The 
audience had a lot of fun trying to “spot” 
the winners.

After an intense competition, Loh Chee 
Qiang emerged champion with first 
runner up and second runner up going to 
Rosela C (picture below). Reyes and Kwek 
Xiao Xuan respectively. They received 
their trophies and prizes from Guest of 
Honour, Mr Siow Chee Khiang, General 
Manager, First Response Marine.

On 25 April, seven teams from various departments (Yard office, Project office, 
Docking, Human Resource, Engineering Design Centre, Defence Business 
Group and Commercial) competed against other shipyards in the first Amazing 
Maritime Race organised by Singapore Maritime Foundation. The participants 
solved clues by traveling around Singapore, uncovering Singapore’s unique 
maritime landscape and heritage. A total of 13 checkpoints were required to 
be completed within three hours. Although our teams did not win the race, 
they had a fun day and learnt valuable lessons on team-work whilst acquiring 
anecdotes of Singapore’s unique maritime heritage.

Amazing Maritime Race

SING 
ALONG !
Highlights from ST Marine 
Karaoke Competition 2010

On 3 April, a group of 53 volunteers from ST Marine’s Defence Business Group 
brought along brooms, gloves and trash bags and spent a meaningful morning at the 
East Coast Park cleaning up the beaches.

East Coast Park
BEACH CLEAN-UP

total of 283 participants took part in the ST Marine 7th SAFYC (Changi) 
Regatta organised by the SAF Yacht Club and sponsored by ST Marine 
over two weekends. Young sailors braved the sea with fervour as the 
horn sounded. Competition was intense amongst the sailors as supporters  

cheered them on. The Regatta ended on a high note with trophies presented by Mr 
Ng Sing Chan, President of ST Marine and Mr Parmesh Singh, President (Marketing & 
Business Development) to the winners of the Optimist and Dinghy classes. 

SAF Yacht Club takes pride in grooming young sailors of tomorrow. The comprehensive 
Get-Kids-Afloat (GKA) sailing programme let children experience four days of non-stop 
fun and excitement while learning important life-skills such as leadership, teamwork 
and water safety. Successful graduates will be awarded with a Singapore Optimist 
Fleet certificate. Opti-sailor card and complimentary 1-year GKA membership card, 
complimentary shuttle service to and from Sembawang MRT station are included in 
the programme with lunch. Lunch is provided. Check out the details below for more 
information and contact Angels at 6758 3032 / 6758 3359 to register and enjoy 
member rates (ST Marine is a corporate member).

Date 23 - 26 November

meeting point SAF Yacht Club - Sembawang Clubhouse

rates
Member           - S$74.90                  
Non-Member   - S$214.00 for Singapore Citizens & PR 
                        - S$321 for Foreigners

ST Marine 
7th SAFYC 
(Changi) Regatta

OUR PEOPLE
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Hovertrans Solutions debuts 
at Offshore Technology 
Conference 2010

Seawork 2010 
conference and exhibition 

ST Marine’s latest venture, Hovertrans Solutions Pte. Ltd. (Hovertrans Solutions) made 
its first appearance at the Offshore Technology Conference (OTC) 2010 in Houston, 
Texas, from 3-6 May. Hovertrans Solutions is a joint venture company formed in January  
2010 between ST Marine and the original founders Dan Turner and Jim Ireland of the 
Hoverbarge with nearly 40 years of experience. Hovertrans Solutions is set to be a 
leading designer and manufacturer of hoverbarges for heavy lift in difficult terrain such 
as the global oil and gas, and specialist transportation industries. Currently it is the only 
designer and manufacturer of hoverbarges in the world. The amphibious hoverbarge is 
capable of carrying thousands of tonnes in payload over swamps / wetlands, tundra, ice 
and shallow water, and opening up exciting possibilities for oil and gas exploration and 
remote field development. A significant advantage of the hoverbarge is that it only exerts 
1psi ground pressure whilst on hover, thus minimising any environmental footprint. 

Apart from large hoverbarges with monohull structures, Hovertrans Solutions has also 
developed a new modular range of hoverbarges ranging from 50 - 400 tonnes. The 
modular hoverbarge is constructed from specially designed pontoons with a modular skirt and 
lift fan system. The modularity means that the hoverbarge can now operate difficult to access 
areas. The hoverbarge can be trucked to the location and assembled on-site, enabling 
access to inland areas such as lakes, rivers and wetlands. Another significant advantage 
is that mobilisation and de-mobilisation costs are significantly reduced thus making it more 
cost effective to own and operate hoverbarges for charter companies. 

During OTC 2010, Hovertrans Solutions was busy engaging many visitors at its booth. 
Visitors were treated to an actual working model of a 35-year-old model hoverbarge built 
by one of the founders, Jim Ireland. President of Hovertrans Solutions, James Soon said 
OTC 2010 was a great show for us and the many serious enquiries and discussions we had 
confirms that this is a platform that is needed in many parts of the world. The business 
prospects for Hovertrans Solutions looks bright.” NAVY 

Open House 2010
Held at Changi Naval Base, the Navy Open House 2010 hosted a total of 110,000 
visitors in the four-day event from 20 to 23 May. The aim of this year’s open house is to 
showcase the RSN; its assets, capabilities and people.The event was officially opened by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence, Mr Teo Chee Hean. 

ST Marine contributed by displaying models of the warships and support ships built for the 
RSN. Visitors took interest in understanding more about the functions and capabilities 
of the 55m Fearless Class Patrol Vessel and the Submarine Support and Rescue Vessel 
designed and built by us. Two of ST Marine’s staff, Mr Siow Chee Khiang and Mr Gabriel 
Heng, also took this chance to relate their experiences onboard the ships as ex-RSN 
officers to the public. 

The sheer size of the vessels berthed at Changi Naval Base also awed the public. Many 
were spotted taking pictures with some of ST Marine’s proud creations like the 141m 
Endurance Class Landing Ship Tank. Attractions like ship cruises and rides were popular 
amongst the public. Some members of the public were lucky to have successfully 
balloted for a ride on the 55m Patrol Vessel, RSS Dauntless. Coupled with the live 
demonstrations and guided tours on the real-life vessels, this Open House was an event 
not to be missed.

ST Marine participated for the first time in Seawork 2010 conference and exhibition 
held in Southampton UK from 15-17 June. Seawork is an exhibition that focuses on the 
design, building and repairing of working vessels, the operation of workboats within 
inshore and coastal regions and civil engineering projects within the port and harbour 
environment. In line with this theme, Hovertrans Solutions introduced the hoverbarge 
as the solution for windfarm installation and workover and oil spill remediation in 
shallow waters. 

EVENTS
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ST Marine at Posidonia
The 22nd Posidonia opened its gates from 7 to 11 June to welcome the international 
shipping community at the Hellenikon Exhibition Centre in Greece. More than 1,850 
exhibitors from 87 countries participated in the five-day event, making it the biggest in 
the 44 years of Posidonia exhibition history. A sold-out space of 30,700 square metres 
means that the exhibition is 11.5% bigger than the 2008 event, a remarkable achievement 
considering the global economic downturn. 

ST Marine also joined forces with the exhibitors in charting a recovery route for the 
shipping industry. Our commercial shipbuilding and shiprepair representatives took the 
opportunity to catch up with some customers and  leverage the event as the best sales 
and branding opportunity for their services in the western hemisphere.

The Hoverbarge model that was displayed at OTC 2010

ST Marine’s staff showing our repair and commercial new building solutions at Posidonia and interacting with our customers.

The Hovertrans Solutions team at OTC 2010



SHARING 
SESSION 
at Ngee Ann Polytechnic 

Commendable Spirit 

S tudents, at some point in time, would 
always be faced with the question 

of finding a suitable job that they are 
passionate about upon graduation. 
Some are clueless whereas some needs 
affirmation. It is in this light that Kenneth 
Low, Director of Marine System, was 
invited to share his road to success with 
a group of engineering students from 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic.

Chuckles and laughter filled the lecture 
theatre as Kenneth gave an account 
of his life as a student in Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic years ago. In his presentation, 
he highlighted the Frigate programme and 
gave an exposition of the capabilities and 
building processes of the five frigates that 
were built for the RSN. The students were 
treated to a video clip that showed the 
launching of the first frigate built under the 
wings of ST Marine.

After his National Service stint, as a firefighter at the Alexandra Fire Station, Norman Budiman 
Bin Lukman Zakaria joined ST Marine as a Confined Space Assessor in the EHS department.   

On 3 May, Norman’s lifesaving skills as a firefighter was put to good use when an elderly 
woman was knocked down by a lorry at the junction of Bedok North Ave 2 and Bedok 
North Road. Riding along Bedok North Road on his motorcycle, he stopped immediately 
to render assistance. 

Norman quickly attended to the woman in distress and found her without a pulse. 
Furthermore, the top right part of her head was bleeding. Norman shifted her away from 
the road and started cardiopulmonary resuscitation on her until an ambulance arrived. 

Then Norman assisted the ambulance crew by diverting the peak hour traffic. He 
also gave full assistance to the SCDF and Traffic Police by providing numerous 
statements subsequently. 

Two weeks later, Norman received an unexpected call from CPT Lee of SCDF HQ 2nd Div 
to commend him on his courage and vital efforts for helping the woman. On 22 June, 
Norman received the Public Spiritedness Award at Tampines Fire Station. 

Well done Norman! 

SPOTLIGHT
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Kenneth Low, Director of Marine Systems EDC at the Sharing Session and receiving a token of appreciation. 


