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Singapore, 11 november 2008 - ST Marine has secured 
a contract in a basket of currencies amounting to about 
$200m, to design and build a 141m Landing Platform Dock 
(LPD), two 23m Landing Craft Mechanised (LCM) and two 
13m Landing Craft Vehicle and Personnel (LCVP), for a navy 
in the asia Pacific region. Construction is scheduled to begin 
in mid 2009 and delivery is planned for in 2H 2012.

ST Marine Secures 
S$200m Contract
To DeSign anD BuiLD 
LanDing PLaTforM DoCk

VT halter Marine Wins 
$8.9m Platform Supply 
Vessel Contract

Singapore, 1 December 2008 - ST Marine has secured a 
$30m contract to provide detailed design, construction and 
outfitting of a 68-metre seismic survey vessel for Swire 
Pacific offshore operations (Pte) Ltd (SPo), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Swire Pacific Limited. SPo had done extensive 
planning for this new build and will be providing the vessel’s 
basic design and major equipment, including the seismic 
survey equipment. Construction is expected to commence 
in May 2009 and delivery is planned for 2H2010.

This 68m by 15m seismic survey vessel, with medium 
speed diesel propulsion of 2 x 2880KW, will be designed, 
constructed, completed and delivered in compliance with 
the rules, regulations and with all requirements of and under 
the survey of American Bureau of Shipping, and shall be 
distinguished in the registry by the symbol and annotation of 
ABS Class +A1, +AMS, ACCU, SPS, E, Ice Class Notation C.  
Seismic survey vessels are capable of driving at a selected 
surveying speed through the water and the hull form of the 
marine seismic survey vessel is arranged to produce low 
wake field turbulence as it is widely used in the offshore oil 
and gas exploration field.

ST Marine Secures 
S$30m Contract
To DeSign anD BuiLD a 
SeiSMiC SurVey VeSSeL

“ST Marine is very honoured to be selected 
amongst renowned international yards 
and is proud that its proprietary design is 
successful beyond our shores.”

CHang Cheow Teck
President, ST Marine

“The award of this contract renews a long 
standing shipbuilding construction history 
for this customer and we’re proud to be 
associated with them again.” 

Boyd e. king
CEO, VT Halter Marine

Pascagoula, Miss., 5 november, 2008 - VT Halter Marine inc 
(VT Halter Marine), today signed a contract with Candies 
Shipbuilders, LLC (Candies Shipbuilders) to construct a 
285’ Platform Supply Vessel for approximately $8.9M. VT 
Halter Marine is contracted to fabricate the vessel hull 
with deckhouses to Candies Shipbuilders specifications. 
The vessel will be delivered after completion of module 
fabrication, assembly and placement of certain owner 
furnished equipment.  Candies Shipbuilders will accept 
delivery at VT Halter Marine’s operation in Moss Point, 
Miss., and arrange for the vessel to be towed to their 
Louisiana Shipyard for final outfitting. Delivery of the 
vessel is scheduled for January 2010.

Halter-built vessels and Otto Candies, the precursor to Candies 
Shipbuilders, have been associated since the 1960’s in the Oil 
and Gas Industries in the Gulf of Mexico.

“as one of the global leaders in the 
offshore marine industry, we remain 
committed to continuously improving 
the standards in technical excellence 
and client-oriented services. Marine 
services in the seismic survey industry, 
like exploration and development 
support is an exciting field in which we 
have now established a firm footing. 
This project is part of our continuing 
commitment to upgrade our marine 
services with a modern fleet that is fit 
for purpose, to ensure that operational 
performance is sustained at the highest 
possible level. given ST Marine’s 
sterling reputation, i believe that we 
have found a reliable partner more than 
able to deliver a top quality product.”

Brian ToWnSLey
Deputy Managing Director, Swire Pacific Offshore

“We are very honoured to partner Swire Pacific offshore to augment its modern 
offshore fleet. This contract is a significant milestone in ST Marine’s relationship 
with SPo and we hope to partner SPo further in its dynamic growth. Through this 
contract, we shall be building our first seismic survey vessel in Singapore, leveraging 
our experience of having repaired and converted almost 100 seismic survey vessels.”

CHang Cheow Teck
President, ST Marine

as we continue our culture 
of encouraging innovative 
thinking to increase 
productivity, our newly 
merged engineering Design 
Centre (eDC) sent some of our 
engineers to a TriZ innovative 
Thinking Workshop where they 
were taught how to brainstorm 
solutions effectively when 
they meet with a crisis. 

On business excellence front, our two teams from Piping Tuas 
and Docking Benoi emerged with Gold and Silver awards with 
the Kaizen approach at the ST Engineering Team Excellence 
IQC event. 

The external environment continues to be a tough one as 
we all know. We have weathered tough times together and I 
believe we will come out stronger from this cycle. 

For the ST Marine family, we shall continue to encourage each 
other, keep our morale high, manage our cost tightly without 
compromise to safety and stay close to our customers. We 
need to forge ahead with better ways of doing things, staying 
nimble and competitive. 

I hope you will find this issue an informative read and I will 
continue to update you on our latest developments in the 
next issue. Thank you.

Best wishes

CHANG Cheow Teck
President, ST Marine

With this third issue, I like to welcome you to a brand new 
year of 2009 – year of the Ox. The company ended the year 
with a significant contract – ST Marine’s design of the Landing 
Ship Tank was recognised with a $200m contract to build a 
Landing Platform Dock for an overseas navy. On top of that, 
we also sealed a $30m contract to build a seismic survey 
vessel for Swire Pacific Offshore. 

We also had a few milestone events with the delivery of our 
first RoRo, City of Hamburg and launching of Swift Rescue 
- the first Submarine Support and Rescue Vessel, not only 
for the Republic of Singapore Navy but also a first in the 
South East Asian region. In Dec’08, our partner James Fisher 
Defence had also successfully launched the Submarine 
Rescue Vehicle, DSAR6, in Scotland.

In Dec’08, we had organised many events that were focused 
on our people. We held our second “Tools Down Day” in 
conjunction with the President’s Challenge charity drive. It 
provided an opportunity for staff to interact and loosen up and 
the event was very well attended despite the year end festive 
season. At the annual Long Service Award, we showed our 
appreciation to a core group of staff that have been with the 
company through the ups and downs, with service lengths 
from 5 to 35 years. The company also gave out education 
grants totalling about $150,000 as our way of helping our 
employees to defray the cost of their children’s education.

As part of the ST Engineering Group’s active investor relations 
programme, ST Marine played host to about 30 analysts and 
media on a familiarisation visit, engaging them in a dialogue 
session, rounding off with an orientation tour of our two yards 
in Benoi and Tuas. Many of them later sent complimentary 
feedback to say that it was very educational as it helped them 
gain a better understanding of our business and operations. 
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In November 2008, the international waste industry focused 
its attention on Singapore, hosting the ISWA/WMRAS 
World Congress 2008 at Suntec International Convention 
& Exhibition Centre. Organised by the Waste Management 
and Recycling Association of Singapore (WMRAS). The event 
attracted leading solid waste professionals, government 
officials, industry representatives, specialists, suppliers, 
engineers, consultants, representatives of community 
organizations and a host of other experts from around the 
world to share knowledge and experiences of sustainable 
waste management international forum.

This year the fair covered two halls, with total area of 6000m2, 
attracting nearly 1,000 participants from over 50 countries as 
well as 8,000 trade visitors with multiple technical sessions 
focused on solid waste management.

iSWa / WMraS 
World Congress 2008
eaST MeeTS WaSTe

Master Planning of P. Semakau

Selected representatives from the various departments in 
Engineering Design Centre (EDC) attended TRIZ Innovative 
Thinking Workshop on 5th & 6th January 2009 at the MOE 
Adventure Centre located at Dairy Farm. TRIZ is a Russian 
acronym for which translates into Theory of Solving Problems 
Inventively. 

Representatives were taught 40 Inventive Principles, 39 
Engineering Parameters and Contradiction Table and how 
they can apply it when they meet with a crisis. The course 
also included a nature walk in Bukit Timah Nature Reserve to 
inspire the group and provide a deeper understanding of TRIZ 
concept.

STSE is part of the group led by RSP Architects, one of two consortiums, awarded with the master planning of the island by 
National Environment Agency (NEA). Currently Semakau Landfill is used for the disposal of ash from Singapore’s incinerators. The 
aim of the project is to determine whether part of the area can be turned into an eco-park that runs on its own water and energy. 
NEA is planning to have an eco-park on Semakau Landfill which will provide renewable and clean energy technologies. This is 
to keep up with Singapore waste disposal that has increased six-fold from 1970 to 2000 due to a growing and more afferent 
population. 

“i’m very honoured to 
represent STSe as a key 
note speaker. The trade 
fair provided us with 
opportunities to showcase 
our capability and build 
up our network in this 
business.” 

yee fook Cheong
Vice President (Projects)

“TriZ has taught us a very systematic way of 
identifying problems. There is a saying, ‘if you 
know where the problem lies, you are halfway 
through solving it.’ TriZ has the uncanny ability 
of helping us get to the crux of the problem 
quickly, so that we can brainstorm for solutions 
effectively. Who would have thought that there 
is such a structured way to develop creativity 
and innovation!”

Tan Zhen Ling
Engineering Design Centre (Marine Systems)

Thinking out of  
The Box

ST Marine’s Design Office (DO) and Technical Office (TO) was 
recently merge to form Engineering Design Centre (EDC) as 
a testament of our commitment to improve our support and 
services to our customers. 

EDC now has 120 Naval Architects and Engineers with four 
distinct and competent departments that are the backbone 
of ship design: EDC Hull, Marine Systems, Electrical and 
Automation. 

engineering Design Centre (eDC):  
Change to better serve our customers

With improved flow of information and planning capability, 
the new EDC will allow provides a platform for staff to 
share resources, knowledge and experiences. Better focus 
would be achieved with the implementation of the project-
based model, fostering a greater sense of camaraderie and 
accountability. With the merger, DO and TO are no longer 
segregated, this helps to pave the way for cross training 
of staff , to better perform their tasks at hand in both basic 
and detailed design. As two become one, EDC has emerged 
stronger, more efficient and effective than before!
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SeMaC 1 with a length of 188m owned by Saipem Portugal Comercio 
Maritimo sent to Tuas yard for Upgrading & Maintenance. The intensive 
work includes major steel work repair of abt 400 tons, Pipe Load System 
and Double Joint Modification Upgrading. SeMaC 1 is expected to be 
redelivered at the mid of February this year. 

ST Marine has a new customer, John T. 
essberger gmbh, who has sent its FLoria with 
a length of 128.30m for repair in our Tuas yard. 
The work scope includes, general Dry docking 
and survey work, external hull Blasting and 
painting, Bulbows and Ship side steel renewal, 
overhauling of 2 Derrick Booms, CPP Propeller 
and Tail shaft overhauling and Miscellaneous 
Machinery Cleaning and overhauling.

Our project team led by Mr Parmesh Singh, Chief 
Operating Officer has successfully delivered the City of 
Hamburg to the newbuilding team from Louis Dreyfus 
Armateurs S.A.S (LDA) and Leif Hoegh & CO. AS (LH) 
on 4th December.

Delivery of  
City of hamburg
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The world’s largest International Workboat Show was  
recently held in New Orleans, LA from 3-5 December.  
VT Halter Marine (VTHM) was part of the event as they have 
been since the show’s inception in 1978. This year’s show 
boasted near capacity crowds with over 7,000 attendees 
pouring through its doors.  The crowds comprised mainly 
of shipbuilders and marine equipment suppliers taking the 
opportunity to network and seek out new customers.  Despite 
oil prices falling from their peak of $147 per gallon in June to 
$45 per gallon in December, it seems the demand for boats, 
equipment and services remains strong. 

VTHM showed off its latest line of government and commercial 
products. Helmed by a capable team led by its CEO, Mr Butch 
King, the VTHM booth saw a continuous flow of customers 
taking time to meet and chat. Joining Mr King on the team 
were Sid Mizell, SVP Business Development, Rick Zubic, 
VP Marketing, Robert Camp, Director Government Projects, 
Tom Rogers, Manager Business Development, Betty Gomez, 
Administrative Assistant to the CEO and Leslie Rose, Graphic 
Support Specialist.  

VT halter Marine exhibits at  
29th annual Work Boat Show

“The 2008 Workboat show was a great success for VThM 
evidenced by the strong turnout as well as the many clients who 
took precious time to stop at our booth and attend our hospitality 
events. The networking part of the show remains one of the 
most important aspects of this annual show and gives VThM 
the opportunity to not only show off its capabilities to existing 
customers but also to make new acquaintances with future ship 
owners. We will be following up strongly on many of these new 
contacts to add more new business to VThM in the coming years.”

Butch king
CEO, VT Halter Marine

VT halter Marine 
exhibits at 
Passenger Vessel 
association 
Convention

Mr Ed Schlueter, Vice President, Vessel Management 
Services and Mr Rick Zubic, Vice President of Marketing 
(VT Halter Marine) were warmly welcome at ST Marine for 
an official visit on 10th December, hosted by our President,  
Mr Chang Cheow Teck. 

During the visit, they were briefed on the progress of the 
company, awards, history and recent programmes. Our guests 
were given a tour to Benoi yard led by our Vice President,  
Mr Lim Nian Hua

Crowley Visit

From left: Mr Rick Zubic, Mr Ed Schlueter and  
Mr Chang Cheow Teck

In addition to presenting a professional face to potential future 
employees, VTHM’s team

held meetings to support contractual sales and conducted 
interviews with potential suppliers and vendors with the aim 
to create value for eventual customers, the ship owners.

The VTHM booth was graphically complex and well attended 
by both current and future vessel owners and many other 
contacts including the U.S. Navy and International commercial 
customers from Nigeria, Mexico and several European 
countries.  Over 7,000 attendees and over 900 exhibitors took 
part in the show.

MariTrends 2009 hosted a Passenger Vessel Association (PVA) 
annual convention on January 9th through 12th. Representing 
VTHM at the convention was Sid Mizell, SVP Business 
Development. Targeting the Passenger Vessel, Charter, and 
Ferry operators, the PVA Convention hosted their meetings 
regarding effective tourism marketing, governmental 
regulation impacts, sustainability and conservation, and 
managing business strategy and operations. 

MariTrends 2009 also hosted the “Meet and Greet the Fleet” 
which is an exciting, outdoor convention activity that allows 
convention attendees’ to tour featured member vessels and 
discuss trends in vessel construction.
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in March 2007 James fisher Defence was selected, as part 
of a joint venture with ST Marine of Singapore, to deliver 
a comprehensive submarine rescue service to the republic 
of Singapore navy (rSn). a key part of the contract is the 
design and construction of the rescue submarine which 
comes to fruition on 17 December, in a special ceremony in 
fairlie, the rescue submersible have been named. The guest 
of Honour was Jeannie Tan, wife of the Chief of Staff raDM 
Tan kai Hoe of the rSn.

The Naming Ceremony at Fairlie commenced with speeches 
delivered by Simon Harris, Managing Director of James 
Fisher Defence, Reverend Andrew Maclean, and Jeannie 
Tan, the Lady Sponsor.  This was followed by a champagne, 
mulled wine and hot chocolate reception before a celebratory 
traditional Scottish lunch at which further speeches were 
made by Tim Harris, Chairman of James Fisher and Sons plc 
and Rear Admiral Tan.

ST Marine has successfully launched the Submarine Support 
and Rescue Vessel (SSRV) on 29th November at its Benoi 
yard. It is specially designed to meet the Republic of Singapore 
Navy (RSN) requirements for submarine support and rescue 
operations and is the first Submarine Support and Rescue 
Vessel, not only for the RSN but a first in the Southeast Asia 
region. 

“Today’s launch of Swift 
Rescue is a significant 
milestone for ST Marine. 
after 40 years in the 
shipbuilding and repair 
business, ST Marine has 
evolved from being just 
a shipbuilding and repair 
company that started in 
1968; building a 25m ferry 
boat, to designing and 
building the 141m Landing 
Ship Tank in the 90s and 
building of the Frigates in 
the 2000s for the republic 
of Singapore navy, to 
now being an owner cum 
operator of Swift Rescue 
a dedicated Submarine 
Support and rescue 
Vessel, that will be in the 
service of the republic of 
Singapore navy.”

Chang Cheow Teck
President, ST Marine

Launching of 
Submarine 
Support and 
rescue Vessel

naming 
Ceremony For 
Submarine 
rescue Vessel

Mr Chang presenting our Guest of Honour, Mr Barry Desker with a memento.

Our distinguished guests (from left to right) -  
Mr & Mrs Barry Desker, RADM Chew Men Leong, Chief of Navy,  
Soh Keng Peng, CE, DSTA

Mrs Desker, the lady sponsor, receiving a token of appreciation from Mr Chang.

Mr Simon Harris, MD of James Fisher Defence, delivering his speech by the side 
of the SRV.

Distinguish guests at the traditional Scottish luncheon.
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ST Marine held its annual Education Grant Ceremony on 6th 
December, giving away a total of about $150,000 to help our 
staff with their children’s education. 

ST Marine held the presentation of the Long Service Award on 
6th December at the Civil Service College’s Auditorium. Our 
proud employees came with their family to witness the award 
giving ceremony. The Long Service Award is an appreciation 
of the loyalty and service rendered by our employees. This 
year, 82 employees were given due recognition for their 
services with ST Marine. 

On the 30th December we held our second Tools Down 
Day event, despite the busy work schedule and festive 
season, it was well supported by around 500 employees. 

The event was kicked off by our President, Mr Chang 
Cheow Teck with the mass work out followed by a fitness 
assessment and soccer league. 

Besides exercising, participants were given a chance to 
walk away with attractive prizes such as a laptop, digital 
camera, handphone and NTUC vouchers. Three lucky 
participants also won themselves special cash prizes 
worth $1000, $600 and $200 donated by our President for 
the President’s Challenge charity funds. A big, ‘Thank You’ 
to all our employees who are there to support the event, 
the event won’t be a success without you!

Mr Lim Yeng Beng from Hull department (Benoi) is one of our 
staff who has worked for 35 years in ST Marine. We asked 
him to share his experiences and thoughts with us in a short 
interview.

Q: How do you feel to receive this award?

I’m very happy that my 35 years of service has been 
recognized. 

Q: What made you stay for 35 years in ST Marine? 

Over the years, I have a sense of belonging because the 
people here are very nice and friendly to me. The working 
environment is also very good. Since I started working 
here; the working environment has improved from good to 
excellent. 

Q: name one unforgettable or touching experience you 
had in ST Marine. 

On one occasion, while everyone was very busy with the 
upcoming project and were very stressed with the tight 
dateline, our head of department, came to encourage us, it 
was a boost of morale to all of us. 

Q: any words of encouragement to new colleagues 
who’ve joined ST Marine?

ST Marine provides a good working and learning environment, 
you’ll gain lots of experience and knowledge here.

Q: Would you encourage your friends to work in ST 
Marine? Why?

YES! There’s good people, good management and good 
working environment here.

Long Service 
award 2008

ST Marine  
education grant 
Ceremony 2008

“i like to congratulate all the grant 
recipients, wishing them all the best in 
their studies and keep up the good work 
to strive for excellent in their academic 
achievements as a payback to their 
parents who worked hard for them.” 

Chang Cheow Teck 
President, ST Marine

Take a break after a day work
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On 2nd December, key media from The Straits Times, 
Business Times, Lianhe Zaobao, MediaCorp as well as 
analysts from DBS Vickers Securities, UOB-Kay Hian 
Research and Citi Investment Research were invited to 
ST Marine, for a familiarisation visit. The group gained 
valuable insights and a better understanding of our 
business after a fruitful dialogue session with our president,  
Mr Chang Cheow Teck. 

They were then briefed by Lim Nian Hua, Vice President of 
Benoi yard, Teh Yew Shyan, Senior Vice President of Tuas 
yard and Tay Lay San, Vice President of Commercial on the 
operations in the yards respectively. 

Mr Lim Nian Hua, Vice President (Benoi) and Mr Kelvin 
Ho Han Jee, Senior Engineer (Hull) embarked on a study 
mission trip to Japan from 27 to 31 October organised by 
the Association of Singapore Marine Industries (ASMI) 
with the assistance of The Cooperative Association of 
Japan Shipbuilders and Japan External Trade Organisation 
Singapore.

Japan’s main marine business is traditionally and still is, 
in shipbuilding.  Currently, Japan corners more than one 
quarter of the world’s ship construction. By using advance 
production methods, Japan shipbuilders construct ships 
in significantly less time than their competitors.  During 
the five days trip, the team was on a mission to look into 
the safety management systems, production operations, 
new technology, engineering techniques and productivity 
improvements in Japanese shipyards. 

ST Marine participated as one of the 375 exhibitors at 
Euronaval 2008, held from 27-31 October, at Le Bourget, 
France. The French Defence Minister graced the opening 
ceremony, and stopped by our booth during his official tour 
of the exhibition where exchanges were made regarding the 
success of the DCNS-ST Marine collaboration for the RSN 
Project Delta programme. The exhibition attracted a myriad 
of international naval and para-military delegations across 

the Atlantic and Pacific. We had the 
opportunity to re-acquaint ourselves 
with existing clients and to market 
our products and services to new 
ones. At the exhibition, we focused 
on portraying three key clusters of 
business, namely Disaster Relief, 
Homefront Security and Total Naval 
Solution.

aSMi Study Mission To Japan euronaval 2008

analysts and 
Media Visit

“The trip was an eye 
opener for us. it provided an 
excellent opportunity to enhance our 
knowledge on the advance technology, 
management systems and operations in 
Japanese shipyards in a fun, innovative 
and interactive manner. We believe that by 
integrating what we have learnt in Japan, 
we can enhance our existing systems and 
operations in ST Marine.”

Mr Lim nian Hua, Vice President (Benoi yard)
Assistant Honorary Treasurer, ASMI Council 

Committee Member, Workplace Safety and Health  
(Marine Industries) Committee

This year’s Charity Bus Community Project was organised for 
Canossaville Children Home, by staff from Benoi Yard Office, 
Tuas Yard Office, Production Planning Benoi Yard, Marketing, 
Quality Assurance and Human Resource.

The project team first visited the Home to understand their needs 
and collected a total of $1,855 (which comprised of cash, vouchers 
and cheques) with 202 daily essentials and food items.

The project team would like to thank all colleagues 
for their participation, support and generous 
giving. The Canossaville Children sent a letter of 
acknowledgement to thank all at ST Marine for our 
donation.

Charity Bus  
Community Project

Fourth from the left Mr Lim Nian Hua
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ST Marine organised a naming competition and invited all 
employees to participate in the naming of Submarine Support 
and Rescue Vessel (SSRV).

Staff had to submit the proposed names and a short statement 
of at least 30 words to describe the meaning. 10 winners 
were shortlisted, with the top prize of $1500 going to Tan 
Jing Wen for the ship’s name of Swift Rescue. The winners 
were presented with their prizes at the launching ceremony 
on 29th November. 

Two Kaizen teams from ST Marine were selected to participate 
in this year’s ST Engineering Team Excellence IQC held on 5th 
November at ST Aero Technical Training Centre. We are proud 
to announce that our two teams, Piping Tuas and Docking 
Benoi won the Gold Award and Silver Award respectively. 

Through innovative and continuous improvement of their 
projects, the Piping Tuas team improved the productivity in 
piping with innovative use of the jig to greatly reduce the 
cycle time and worker fatigue. This has resulted in the quick 
turn-around-time of ship repair.

The Docking Benoi team introduced collapsible docking side 
stands to facilitate stern-in first docking method. This enabled 
the frigate to be transferred laterally, freeing up the Syncrolift 
space for docking of other vessels. 

Congratulations to the two Kaizen Teams – well done!

Congratulation
to all the following winners! 

Tan Jing Wen (Top Prize)
Adeline Wong

Delvin Gho
Khoh Lee Lee

Lee Guan Hock
Lim Meng Yun Kelvin

Liong Foo How
Nigel Koh

Rama Raju DVNs
Tan Zhen Ling

John Tan Peck siong

Submarine Support and rescue Vessel named 
Swift Rescue in naming competition

ST engineering 
Team excellence  
iqC 2008

Winners with Chairman, Mr Barry Desker and President, Mr Chang Cheow Teck

Gold Award team from Piping Tuas

Silver Award went to our Docking Benoi team
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